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To the public; 

TH E following Letters 
were written by an Ar- 
mmiany who redded very late- 
ly in. the Houfe of an eminent 
Commoner 6[ Ireland, When 
, he quitted the Kingdom, he left 
t- a Copy of thefe Letters in the 
Armeman Language, which 
* were tranflatcd by a Gentleman 
' whofe Hterary Calle<9:ions in the 
, Eafly leave no Doubt of his 
\ Knowledge of the Eajkrn Lan- 
; guages. It would be Injuftice 
\ to that Gentleman to omit, that 
his Tranllation was folely made 
A3 to 
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to gratify the Curiofity of him 
to whofe Hands the Letters were 
committed, and with no Defigft 
that it fliould appear in Public ; 
therefore the Eajiern Caft of Ex- 
prellion was not always attend- 
ed to. Some Gentlemen, who 
have feen the Tranflation, agree 
in Opinion, that the Pidure of 
Ireland, here drawn by a F(h 
reigner, will not be difagreeable 
to the Generality of the Natives, 
The Editor therefore hopes he 
will be excufed for publifhing it 
without Leave of the Writer or 
of the Tranjlator. 
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[From Dublin.] 



Learned Abdallah, , .., . 

! H O U haft feen iii the Let- 
ters of Selim to MirzUy a 
juft Reprefentation of the 
People of Englandy their 
Genius, their Manners, the Frame of 
their Government, and the Dangers 
A 4 to 




8 Letters from 

to which it is fubjed. I cannot tell 
thee more than that the BritiJJo Con- 
IHtution feems now haftening to fome 
new Revolution, by the very Means 
which Selim^ whom our holy Prophet 
inlpired, foretold thee ; by Corrap- 
tion : But thou * art not td imagine 
that this Change muft be a Deftrudti- 
on of the Government: There is a 
Strength, as well as a Variablenefs, in 
the Nature of thefe Iflanders, which 
is able to {hake off very great Dis- 
orders : There is the fame in the 
Conflitution of that Kir^om, whofc 
political Powers are always running 
either towards the King or the Peo- 
ple, but much oftettet toW^ds the 
former; and th^ gewesmlly i^n very 
fer befote the whole Kingdom is fa- 
tisfied, diat drey have run at all that 
Wiy ; i^t they have been often drawn 
bac^) and feldom w|t}K>ut Advantage 
fo du^ vdiom they had deferted. 

But 



But I will not engage^ Minutes hy 
Remarks upon that Ifkmi i I will en- 
deavour to giffe thee fome Account 
of a People a little more remote, but 
fubjcd: to the fame King, among 
wKbm I have lived fiilcc my De- 
parture from London. As naany of 
thefe People are defcended from th«J 
Englijhy their Language and their 
Manners are not very different; but 
Human, as well as other Animais, 
may fu^r moi^ impCHtant Change 
tiban that of Pl^e, by being trani^ 
planted : Thou coiildft not fee here 
dse fame Induftry, as dbere is not the 
&me Bncourtgem^t for Tr&de, thete^ 
Sore there ig ie& A^ivity and Spiirit 
than in En^Jakd :* Howtevcr, among 
People d^refle<^ ^ever ^fm^ more 
floipitality than, is in tl^s Ifl«id«. 
Whea I came fii^ anfongthem, 1 
vifitied one of tfieir Merchants for the 
Paymcirt ©f a Bfll, two Days before 
A 5 the 
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the Money was due ; I urged the 
Greatnefs of the Favour, if it was paid 
immediately, as I was a Stranger, and 
knew not where to borrow. The good 
Man not only gave me the Money, 
but foliicited me- to dine at his Houfe, 
where he had many of his Friends 
who invited me Day after Day, and 
to whom I have ever fince been a 
welcome Gueft : As thefe People have 
not the fame Induftry and Spirit, they 
are more eafily governed, and would 
make better Subjedts to our holy Em- 
peror than the People of England. 
Their Women are handibme, but 
generally not fo tall nor fb neat as. 
the Ehglijhy though more vain of 
Birth, even from an indifferent Fa- 
milyj tl^n the Englijh are of Alliance 
to thdr Dukes and Earls : This is of- 
no Ufe to the Kingdom, for this Va- 
nity leads them into IdJenefs and Ex- 
cefs, two fuch Enemies t<> Oeconomy> 



an Armenia}^. x% 

as the young and vigilant Tradefmen 
are afraid to admit to their Houfes : 
But this Vanity of Birth, which pre- 
vails too much in both Sexes, is not 
univerfal ; the Wife are fuperior to it,' 
and labour much to cure it in the 
Weak. Thefe People are fond of 
News, and not fo thoughtful nor 
plodding as thcEngli/h', for England 
takes Care that they (hall not have 
fo much to think of, by prohibiting 
that extenfive Trade for which God 
feems to have defigned them by their 
Situation. Thofe among whom I 
have lived are fincere, though with 
more Compliment than the EngliJJj 
ufe, which gives a Stranger the Trou- 
ble of dedudling fome ufelefs Words 
from their Converfation : They are a 
People with whom thou mightefk live 
happily, and they themfelves would be 
happier^ if they followed the Command 
of our holy prophet, and abfimnedfrom 
Wine. 

A 6 LET- 
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LETTER IL 

AZk to ABD ALLAH: 

{From Dublin.] 

IN my iaft Letter I gave thee a 
general Chara<fter of die People 
in this Ifland -, from this Time I &all 
"dwell more on Particulars, from 
which thou wilt bettcir }\3i%e erf" the 
Condition of t!^ Iflimd. T^As is a 
Kingdom as well as Great-Britain^ 
and fubjeft to the fame King, but io 
unhappy as never to fee him. From 
the neighbouring Parts of England it 
is not a Voy^e of more than eight 
Hours to this Place, and yet I can- 
not find that the Kings of this liland 
ever had Curiofity to fee their King* 
dom, though the Capital thereof » 

little 
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little kfs than the grc»t Citi^ of CSpir^ 
Jiantinopk^ and the Palace grander thMi 
tiKit of St. Jjmes% ia Landmfi TUs 
is not occafioned by any Law reflralib- 
ing the Prince, for he Qften goes with 
Pomp to a more diftant ^dlefs fer- 
tile Place in Germany^ attended by a 
Retinue of rich Nobles, whofe Ex- 
pences are a Gam to th® poor Na- 
tives : However, in this Wand the 
King is always rcprefented, and by a 
Subjedt: of England^ called his l^rd* 
Lieutenant, who generally refides ii&e 
a few Months m every twenty-four^^ 
fummdns their Parliaments, iends wtt 
their Mis, that is fach of them as he 
approveth, and when the King hath 
aflcnted to them in private, anfwer- 
eth for him in piibiic : For this Trou- 
ble he hath ^zn yearly Revenue of 
^ tw^ity--fix thonfand foe hundred and 
foc^-fix Sultanins, and ninety-fix Af- 

persi, 
^ Twelve Tbou£uid Founds. 
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pers, and lives with the State and * 
Magnificence of our Ea/iem Gover- 
nors 5 indeed with more than the 
King himfelf, perhaps in order to 
give a^ greater Impreffion of his 
Matter's Power, and of his own Im* 
portance : When he goes to the Houfe 
of Parliament, the Streets are enclofed 
and filled with arm^d Troops, a Sight 
feldom or ever feen in England-, if he 
goes to dine abroad, his Coach is fur- 
rounded by Guards, and the Harnefs 
hung with Lackeys; Parties of Horfe 
are frequently parading in the Areas 
of his Palace, and thou wouldft ima- 
gine the Government was as military 
as it is in our holy Empire. 

It is not always provided that the 
Deputy (hould reprefent the Juftice of 
his Mafter, but always that he fhould 
fupport his Power 5 and from this 
Negleft it may often happen diat the 

Power 
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Power will be fupported by unjuft 
Means./ If the People begin to mur- 
mur a^nft the. Governor,' he needs 
only to be firft with a Complaint to 
the King, and accuie them of^ reft- 
lefs and feditious Spirit, It is feldom 
known that a new Governor is not 
acceptable, and often made fo by the 
Conduft of his Predeceflbr ; while he 
is new and unknown, he wins the 
People to place their Confidence in 
him, and to truft him with as much 
of their Money as he chufes to call, 
for, which is generally as much as 
they have. I was not here long be- 
fore the Governor and his Friends 
raifed a Queftion, Whether the Com- 
mons ought to adyife the King con- 
cerning the Difpofal of their pwn Mo- 
ney before he had given f^iein L^ave 
to difpofe of it? Thou wouldft wonder, 
learned Abdullah^ at tl>e Subtilty with 
which this QueftioRwas argued, and 

the 
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die Refentmcnt of the Governor a- 
gwift the pfi&cijpal Men who main'- 
t^ned, that, concerning the Applica- 
cation of what t«^s their own, they 
had a Right to advife the King, with- 
out waiting for his Confent before- 
hand, tQ this or that Application ^ he 
took from them their Employments, 
he incenfed the Generality ^ of the 
Kingdom ; and yet a new Governor 
was hardly feen by them, when they 
gave him Credit for all they had : But 
I muft inform thee, that he bought 
this Credit from them with their own 
Money j he gave great Sums to thofe 
who had oppofed his Predeceflbfj and, 
in Return, they confented that he 
ihoutd be entfufted witfi alL 

• WaEH the Governor h» got the 
Money neceflary for his Mafkr, find 
a Power to himfelf to make a Dilpo- 
fition of the Rem^Jaider, his great Bu- 

finefk 



finefs of the Wintef is bvcr, &A he 
is itoj^tiieiit to kavfe Ae Ifland, ufuAlly 
fixing Day. after Day for his Defwtf*- 
ture, in order to haften the Parti*- 
ment in their remaining Bufinefe, 
which is therefore often done fo in- 
delifeeritelyi thit another Winter fe 
enipk^ed in aneilding it. The chirf 
Governor brings bver wiA hitti i 
Secretary, whofe Bufinefs Is to maftage 
his AfFiirs iA the Parliament, and to 
ttiake Ptomifes for himj if this Mafi 
be liberal of what is not his owh, he 
is Careffad fto lefs tiiah hiis Matter: 
the Governor brings alfo a Number ■ 
of Priefts and other Dependents, 
whom he promotes to fome of the 
Bifliopricks, and Civil Employments, 
which become vacant in his Time; 
for to give many profitable Appoint- 
ments to the Natives, who might 
ftudy to promote both the Good of 
this Ifland, and that of Great-Britain^ 

is 
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is deemed bad Policy; as if it was 
better that the King fliould have but 
one inftead of two flourifhing King- 
doms. 

I CANNOT here avoid condemn- 
ing one Part of the Behaviour of thefe 
People ; they are too fond of their Go- 
vernors before Trial, and too often 
have Caufe to be diflatisfied with them 
after : This carries an Appearance of 
Lightnefs and Inconftancy, which is 
not the Charader of the People, for 
they feem very mindful of thofe who 
have governed %em wifely and ge- 
neroufly, and there is one Cbejlerfield 
whom they fometimes remember with 
Plcafure at their Feafts. 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 

AZA io ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

Good Abdallah, 

NE X T to the King, as one Branch 
of the Legiflature, is the Houfe 
or Eftate of %ordsy which is com- 
pofed of Laymen and the Chiefs of 
the Clergy ; the former have an here- 
ditary Nobility, the latter a fucceffive ; 
and as the Succeflbrs are always creat- 
ed by the King, they are fit for the 
Purpofes of the Crown. This Houfe 
of Nobles originally exercifed, and 
ftill hath a Right to, all the Power 
which the Eftate of Lords exercifeth 
in England I for its Power hath not 
been abridged by any Law : It is a 

Part 



Part of the legiflative Body, and was 
the laft Court of Juftice, from which . 
no Appeal was given : But a litigious 
Man, who thought Injuftice was done 
to him here, carried his Caufe over to 
the Lords of England^ who undertook 
to hear it^ and, afterwards, to give it 
as their Opinion, that the Lords of 
Ireland were not Judgcsr, rior capable 
of deciding Caufes: Thefe Lords com- 
plained of this Proceeding, but receiv- 
ing no Satisfaction, they have fince 
fubrxiitted, Mid the Decreed of the 
Englijh Lords are executed, as if made 
in this Kingdom : This^ has not only 
lefiened the Power of diis Eftate, but 
has carried .many Suitors and much- 
Money to England^ which otherwife 
-would have remained here. The 
Lords have {till a Share in making the 
Law« of the Kingdom, and in grant- 
ing Supplies for the Support of Go- 
vernment, but as they are checked by 

other 
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other Powers in the fornier C^ie, an4 
in the latter have only % Negative, % 
mQtx Liberty of Renting or diffei>ftng 
from the Commons, and nofi^ of aK 
tering the Supplies, thi^ ure ftr frgna 
being confidera^ble *s an Hpufc pr JSf^ 
tete, and thev gre^^teft Cpnftqv»eiicff 
atrifeth from the Power giv^n by th W 
Fortunes of h?iying fmalj Parties in the 
Houfe of Commpng, whi?h i^y ftf^ 
able, wb^n it fuits the^F Ij^QT^, *« 
throw intQ the Seal? <^ the; Court; 
Thpu wilt eafjly fee, rnoft Iftge ^df? 
^/^, wh*t «itt upballftnced.CoQftiT 
tution this niuft be, gnd liow: hard if: 
is for the People to defeod themfelves 
jigainft the A^ttacfcs^ of the Crwm > h^% 
thou wilt fee k ngtuch plainer herer 
after. In the Bnglijk Jlrifigcracy the 
Lay-Lord$ are the M^ of moil Ijbjgflii 
EduMtion, ' of the gi;ea^ Ai^&<ki^ 
and of t^ofk Authprily. jp^D^baatei 
th^^eforehoth thekgifl^^ 

. . - cial 
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cial Power of that Houfe is naturally 
engrofled by them : But in this King- 
dom it is otherwife ; the Diminution 
of the Power of the Nobility has 
made"^ the Lay-Lords here carelefs of 
Improvement, and of preparing them- 
felves to fupport with Dignity that 
which remains to them > and there- 
fore the Bufinefs of this Houfe de- 
volves to the Bifhops, moft of whom, 
as I told thee, are Men brought over 
here at different Tinies by the diffe- 
rent Governors; they are Men of 
fome Reading, and a Knowledge ac- 
quired more from Books than from 
Mankind: Befides, their Reading be- 
ing confined, as it ought to be, to 
Points of Divinity, they are prone to 
blend thefe with Matters of Policy, 
and thereby create confufed unintelli- 
gible DodrinQs, which td feparate and 
expofe, requires more Pain, and At- 
tcntbn, than other Lords will take : 

Add, 
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Add, that they are made by the 
Court, and coiifequently will be too 
apt to preach fuch Dodxines as are 
moft likely to favour the Schemes 
of the Court : The fubordinate Cler- 
gy, who are generally appointed by 
them, naturally follow their Steps % 
and, incited by the temporal legifla- 
live Power of their Mafters, ofteii 
undertake to extend the Laws, inftead 
of inculcating legal Submiffion to 
them, and are too fond of deriving 
them from other Sources than com^ 
mon Confent, which the People hold 
to be their only true Original. 



LET^ 
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■ « ■ ii.ii»i.iii I ■ I ■ II 1^1 I.I » 

*L E TTE R IV. 
AZA to ABDALLAH/ 

[Prom Dublin.] ^ 

THE Houfa of Cxmmom is tfao 
thirds and, by Ck^nftitutiQn, ^ 
Viery powei^l Efta|^ in ^s Kingdom : 
\X (houid be coaapo&d of Men chofen 
impartially, to rojpro&ilit thci colle^ive 
iWi^^ of the PiBopki Tlw Naaibfir 
in thisHQiifei$^4irj(B» todfe^i ihefe 
have a Part in the framing or paffing , 
of all Laws, and being chofen by the 
People to carry their Sentiments to the 
Parliament, ought to know- and to 
ipeak them fairly, and to propofe Laws 
fuitable to the Circumftances of the 
Times^ Their great Power is that of 
railing Money for the Ufes of Govern^ 

ment^ 
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ment, which they do by laying Taxes 
on various Commodities ufed or con- 
fumed by the People -, this Power, be- 
longing properly to them, gives them 
an Importance above the Eftate of 
Lords ; and it is therefore principally 
that the Governor chufes to have his 
Secretary in this Houfe. This Eftate, 
compofcd of honeft incorruptible 
Men, is able at any Time to fave the 
Cojiftitution from Ruin ; for, the Sup- 
port of the Government depending 
chiefly on the Bounty of the Com- 
mons, they may with Juftice delay 
their Grants till their Grievances are 
firft redrefled ; and the Government 
will find It neceflfary to comply, as it 
cannot fubfift without the People's 
Money. 

It was once the Cuftom to fatisfy 
the People firft, and then to afk Mo- 
ney from them } but the Method now 
B is 
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is firft to get the Money, and then to 
.prove that their Grievances are no 
.Grievances. Thou wouldft afk me, 
•good Abdallahy can the People be per- 
. fuaded againft their Senfes ? Nothing 
here is more eafy : A few, called elo- 
quent Men, will foon fliew, that all 
which the People call fufFering is for 
the public Good : But can it b^ for the 
public Good, that the Public fhould 
fufFer ? They would fhew thee that 
too, and make it plain by a Vote of 
the Houfe, that one Kingdom (hould 
fufFer for the fuppofed Good of ano- 
ther ; though their Delign is merely 
to promote the Views of a few Indi- 
viduals, with whom they are connec- 
ted. But I am now digrefling s Ifaid 
it was in the Power of the Commons 
to fave the Conftitution from Ruin ; 
and yet when I fhall have told thee 
more, thou Vilt doubt whether it will 
be in their Intention. Thou haft read, 

that 
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that a Lend raifes his Confequence at 
the Court, by cajoling the People to 
appoint his Favourites to be Com- 
moners; fuch as the Lord is, fueh 
then will his Commoners be : But the 
Nobility has always the greateft Power, 
where there is no Democracy or Eftate 
of the People; therefore it is the ap- 
parent Intereft of the Nobles to join 
the Court in fuppreffing the Com- 
mons ; and if the Commons are ge- 
nerally fervile Dependents on the 
Lords, it may be done without much 
Oppofition : It is an ufual Thing to 
hear a Lord reckon how many Com- 
moners he can bring into the Field, 
that is, how many Men will fay and 
do as he defires they fhouid. 

• The virtuous Intention of this 

Conftitution was, that the different 

Eftates fhouid, in the Exercife of their 

peculiar Powers, be indeperidcnt one 

B 2 of 
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of another ; for when two adl as thqr 
are diredted by a third, there is pro- 
perly only pne Eftatc : But if the No- 
bles herefliould join the Court ih fup- 
preffing the Commons, the Court 
would always find Places of Emolu- 
ment by which to hold the Nobles. 
If thefe Things were made clear to the 
common People, I believe they would 
not make fuch Hafte to ruin them- 
felves. Another Thing which they 
do not enough attend to is this, Meri 
who have Penfions, who live by the 
Bounty and at the Will of the Crown, 
may have Seats in this Houfe of Com- 
mons : It cannot be expefted that thefe 
will quarrel with the Hand- that feeds 
them ; they will naturally pay impli- 
cit^ Obedience to him who faves them 
fiom perifhingi therefore all thefe 
may be deemed conftant Followers 
and Engines of the Court, and in no 
wife an independent Part of the Eflate 

of 
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of the Commons : Placemen alfo 
may have Seats in this Houfe, Perfons 
who hold Employments at the Will 
of the Crown ; if thefe Men Ihould 
think differently from the Crown> 
they muft either give up their Em- 
ployments, or their Integrity, and 
they are but- very few, who would 
not rather give^^up the latter : Thou 
wouldft not call thefe an independent 
Part of the Eftate. 

If it be confidered how many are 
the Vafliils of Lords, how many are 
the abfblute, and how many the con- 
ditional Vaflals of the Crown, who 
may be brought into this Houfe, it 
will appear that this Eftate is not fo 
ftirong as it fliould be, and that the 
People may be in the grcateft Danger 
from thofe, who fhould be their moft 
wafchful Guardians ; therefore, I 
would advife this People, when they 
B 3 ar^ 
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are chufing their Rcprefentatives, to 
make three neceflary Inquiries, whe- 
ther the Candidate be a Penfioner ? a 
Placeman ? or a Vaflal of a Lord ? 
Know farther, that thefe Commoners 
hold their Seats in Parliament ufually 
for the King's Life : A Man who is 
intitled to the Fruits of a profitable 
Eftate for a long Term of Years> 
grows regardlefs of his Landlord^ 
while he, whofe Fruition is to deter- 
mine fbon, is ever courting the Pro* 
prietor's Confent to a longer Enjoy- 
ment. If thefe Commoners (hould 
be bad Men, they might go Hand in 
Hand for twenty, thirty, or forty 
Years, in a Scheme to eftablifh a Go- 
vernment totally new and worfe than 
the prefent ; and though the People 
ihould difcover it, they would have 
no Remedy but Complaint or Refif. 
tance \ if die Crown fhould encourage 
the Scheme, Complaint would be dif- 

regarded,^ 
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regarded, and the Confequence of 
Refiftance is terrible : This Coniidera- 
tion makes it ftill more neccflary to 
make the Inquiries which I men- 
tioned before. 




B4 
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LETTER V. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

I CANNOT ncgle<a to mention 
to thee, another Body of Men, 
which I will not call an Eftate of Par- 
liament, for that is an Eftate which 
has fome Right independent of ano- 
ther's Will, and which, it is fup- 
pofed, fpeaks its own Mind \ but this 
Body being nominated and remove- 
able by the Crown, cannot be fup- 
pofed to have airy Mind of in own to 
Jpeak " It is called the Privy Council^ 
and confifteth of fuch Perfons as the 
King, by the Advice of bis Minijiers^ 
appointeth. It was defigned to advife 
the Governor in Matters of State, 

concern- 
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concerning the Propriety of mitiga-^ 
ting the Execution of the Laws, to 
confult for the public Good, and in- 
quire into Treafons and other Offen- 
ces againft the Government : In the 
Reigns of very ambitious Kings, it 
often acquired an exorbitant Power ; 
but it was never deemed an Eftate of 
the Realm, 

In theReign of their feventhjH^;;ry, 
when this was a very unfetded King- 
dom, full of national Divifions be- 
tween E^sg-/^. and /r^, which gave 
England much Trouble, and made 
the Government of this Ifland difficult 
and unftable, Edward PoyningSy a 
fubtle Statefman, did, by a Stratagem, 
obtain an Adt from this People, that 
Ireland fhould never hold a Parlia- 
ment, till the Governor and Privy 
Council had informed the King in 
England of the Caufes of holding it, 
B 5 and 
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and what Bills were proper to be pafled 
by it into Laws, and till the King and 
his Englijh Council confented that the 
Bills were juft, and the Meeting pro- 
per ; by which Means the Power of 
fi'aming or drawing iip A6:s to pafs in 
Parliament^ was vefted in the King 
and his Councils^ and only a Negative 
left to the Lords and Commons, 
which is the very Reverfe of the jBr/- 
tijh Conftitution; the King hid, in 
EfFedl, the legiflative Power, and 
might favour the Englijhy or oppreis 
the native Irijfby as he pleafed ; for 
thefe People could hold no Parliament 
till he aflented, nor.propofe any Laws„ 
but fuch as he approved before the Par- 
liament met. In the very next Reign 
this Aft was repealedj, but for a Time 
only. 

As the Kingdom gi-ewmore civi- 
lized, this great Power of the King, 

and 
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and his Privy Council here, which is 
nominated by himfelf, grew lefs ne- 
ceflary, ^d more burthenfome, and 
in a later Reign it was made lawfUl 
for the Governor and the Council to 
fend over Bills, or Caufes for making 
Laws, to the King, as well during 
the fitting of the Parliament as before, 
and thefe being approved by the King 
might.be paiTed into Laws here, if 
they were agreed upon by the three 
Eftates of Parliament, the King in 
the Perfon of his Reprefentative, the 
Lords, and the Commons, who are 
conftitutionally the legiflative Body. 

. In the next Reign, themoftfamous 
in Engtijh Story, during the Govern- 
ment of Henry Sidney y a prudent and 
well-difpofed Deputy, whofe Eye was 
continually fixed on the Advancement 
of the Commonwealth, Laws were 
made in this Kingdom, without any 
B 6 . Regard 
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Regard to the A6t of P innings y wliich 
for a Time was again repealed : But 
in the fame Reign (the Parliament 
fearing that future -Governors might 
not ftudy to advance the Prince's Ho- 
nour, and the Utility of the Com- 
monwealth, but afl from partial Af- 
fedion or other Regard) a Law was 
made here, that no KU (hould be fcnt 
to England^ for the Repeal or Sufpeii-' 
fion of the A£t of Edward PoyningSy 
unlefs it was firft agreed to by -a Ma- 
jority of the Lords and Commons, 
in their refpedive Houfes : This Law 
feems to declare the Progrefs of Bills 
in the fo?mer Part of the Government 
of Sidney y viz. that when they were 
agreed to by a Majority of thfe Lords 
and Commons in their relpe<5live 
Houfes, then they were fent to Eng^ 
land without farther Deliberation: 
A friendly Mdn, who informed me 
of thefe Matters, fhewed me that in 

the 



I 
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the Time when Thomas Lord ^/?/- 
nvortb vfzs the Governor, the Lords 
themfelves framed A6ls or Bills, the 
doing of which, by the Law of Poyn-- 
ingSy and that which explains it, be- 
longs to the Deputy and CounciL . 
Indeed, the Governor protefted againft 
this Proceeding, but in his Letters 
he fayeth. Being unwilling to venture 
a*ControverJy with them^ till the Subji^ 
dies were pajfed^ I let them alone till the 
lafi Day that I came to conclude the SeJ^ 
^ Jon : By which Saying, thou mayeft 
judge of the Importance of the Com- 
mons in granting Subfidies, when this 
great Man, who wanted not a high 
Spirit, feared to oppofe even the Lords 
in their Proceedings, left his Mafter 
fhould get no Money ; for the Lords 
may deny the Subfidies, though they 
cannot afcertain them, nor alter what 
the Commons grant. 

Thoi? 
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Thou feeft that this "Power exer-- 
cifed by the Governor and Council y of 
framing Billsy as feemed good to them-- 
feheSy was fuipended without any 
new Statute to that Purpofe 5 and yet 
the Laws then made, without Regard 
to Pcyning's Form, are now valid, 
which is enough to fhew that this 
Privy-Council is not deemed an Eftatc, 
or neceflary Part of the Legiflativc : 
If the legiflative Power was to be ex- 
ercifed neceflarily after the Manner 
prefcribed in Poyning's Statute, or the 
Statute explaining it, then the Laws 
made in the Seffion of Lord Wentwortb 
would not be valid > yet they are ftill 
the received Laws of the Country, 
though the Form of making them 
was protefted againft by the Governor. 

I WILL now tell thee what Power 
the Privy-CounciL exercifeth at this 

Day; 
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Day : When the Lords or Commons 
have framed a Bill, which they do 
in their refpedlive Houfes publickly, 
it is fent by them tathe Governor, in 
order* to be tranfmitted to the King : 
The Governor carries it to the Privy- 
Council, who, with him at their Head, 
fit in a private Room, and debate whe- 
ther it fhould be altered, or fent to the 
King, or deixoyed; and the Lords, 
the Common©, and the People know 
no more why it is altered, or rejected, 
than xthe King himfelf. Indeed, this 
Privy-Council, blocking up the Way, 
cam prevent any Cpmmunication be- 
tween the King and his People ; and 
die Subjefts may groan under the hea- 
vieft Oppreffions, though they have 
the beft of Princes, This feems to 
me unfair Dealing with the Prince ; 
for, if the People, finding no Redrefs 
of their Grievances, ftiould refolve to 
give the King no Money, the Regal 

Power 
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Power would be diftrefled without 
deferving it. Though, this be called 
a free Kingdom, I do not find that the 
Lords and Commons endeavour to re- 
flxain this Council, and to open an In- 
tercourfe with the King; yet the 
EfFefts of this Power in the Council 
are very grievous at this Day. 

The Inhabitants of this great City 
are fupplied from England with Coals ; 
and the Englijh, knowing their necef- 
fity, fend thefe Materials in fuch 
Quantities, and at fuch Prices as 
they think fit. When a Number of 
Coal Ships arrive together, two or 
three only come at one Time to the 
Market, the reft ftay at a Diftance 
from the Town, and thereby enhance 
the Price of this Commodity as effec- 
tually as real Scarcity could do; fo 
that what the People bought for thir- 
teen Shillings, before this Device, 

they 
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they cannot now buy for lefs thaij 
feventeen, nor in Winter for lefs thai' 
twenty: To defeat this CombinatioL 
of the Coal-Traders, the Commoni 
framed a Bill, which impowered th^ 
Magiftrates of this City to fell, at 2 
moderate Price, all the Coals whicl> 
were not brought to the Market with- 
in a limitted Time, after the Arrival 
of the Ships in the Bay : Thou wilt 
think fuch a Law, which was to fave 
the Poor from perifhing with Cold, 
would not be refufed by the King, ta 
a People who give him their Money 
when he afks it; but it is faid, that' 
the Privy-Council would not fend him 
this Bill, but deftroyed it with fome 
others of equal Importance. 

Thou feeft, Jbdailahy that this 
Council may ftarve thj?^ People, if 
they think it proper. I afked the Bro- 
ther of a Privy-Counfeilori if he 

could 
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could inform me why the Council 
had fuppreffed this Bill 5 he told 
me they had veiy good Reafonsj 
that the Bill might go at another 
Tim^, but at prefent the Governor 
was a Kinfman of the great * Coal- 
Proprietor in England. I cannot fee 
what Security for Freedom this Peo- 
ple can have, when the King's fecret 
Councellor?, without the Will or 
Knowledge of the King, can deprive 
them of Fire or Bread, or deny them 
the moft neceflary Laws. That Lord 
JFentwortby whom I mentioned be- 
fore, fayeth, I am of Opinion^ there 
cannot be any T!bing invadedy which IM 
Reason of State ought to be by 
bis Majejiys Deputy preferved with a 
* more hallowed Care than Poyn- 
ingV ASl : He was a Man of much 
Penetration, and if he was living, 

could 

* Sir JTilIiam Lowtber^ cieceaicd, a Gentle* 
man of many Virtues. 
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could tell thee what thefe Reafons of 
State are ; but if I may judge from 
the Condufl of his Times, and of his 
Mailer, there was a ^eafon of State 
for every Adt, which enabled the 
King to opprefs Ae People ; and thefe 
Reafons of State, ivbicb are not like 
any other Reafons^ were fo multiplied, 
that the People of Englandy to be quit 
of them, cut off the Heads of this 
Wentivortb and of his Mafter. 



LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin,] 

AL L worldly Things take De- 
light in Change: The beft 
regulated Monarchies are variable; 
but the Kind of Change is uncertain ; 
therefore, Jealoufy is natural both to 
the Prince and the People. — There 
are two Sets of Men at this Time, 
which fpeak the Opinions of almoft 
the whole Kingdom : One Set is ever 
condemning the Minifters, when they 
but feem to be wrong ; the other is 
ever praifing them, whether they be 
wrong or^ght j there is a Plainnefs 
in the former, which feems incapa- 
ble of deceiving ; a Politencfs in the 

latter, 
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latter, which is unwilling to offend : 
They are -known by the Names of 
Countryman, or the People*s Man j . 
and Courtier, or the Prince's Man ; 
Names more fignificant and leis liable 
to Miftakes than thofe which are ufed 
in England: The Countryman's Mind 
is. delivered in Words that want no 
Explanation j the Courtier's, by Hints 
and ambiguous Phrafcs; the former 
is a Stranger to every Thing but the 
Fa<fts, and from thefe deducedi the 
Caufes ; the latter knoweth all the 
Caufes, and from thefe hidden Sour- 
ces juftifieth the Fafts; this Diffe- 
rence has introduced a common Say- 
ing, that fuch a Man is, or is not in 
the Secret : Thefe two Sets are eafily 
diflinguifhed in public and private 
Places J at the Palace, the Courtier is 
known by his Bow ; at Uie Coffee- 
Houfe by his Whifpersj in private 

by 
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by hugg^g in Comers ; his Tongue 
is more filed, and his Smiles are bet* 
ter timed: The Countrymjui bows 
aukwardly> or not at all > ipeaks his 
Sentiments fo loud that a whole Com* 
pany can hear him; looks fully at 
the Faces of Men, and only laughs 
when thepe is a Jeft to be laughed at : 
One is every Man's Slave, and the 
other fcarce any Man's humble Ser- 
vant. 

As I am admitted indifferently in- 
to their Company, I am entertained 
by the Opinions which they have, or 
feem to have, of each other : If two 
of thefe are in a large Company to- 
gether, the Converlation is frequently 
general, but he whb ftays laft,, fel- 
4oi» fails to tell me the Charader of 
the other: T!hafs an honeji-minded 
Marty fays the Courtier, biU 'tis Pity 
be is Jo mijkdi let me wbifper youy 

there 
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there are more Jacobites in tins King^ 
dofHy that is, Enemies to the reign- 
ing Family, than you are aware of*^ 
^^the Court have their Reafons : Or, 
— Ton know that Gentleman^ Ifuppofe^ 
— a very good Man^ but he 'was edu-- 
cated at Glaigoyir, — a Republican^^-^ 
aU Republicans there ^ If the Courtier 
goesfirft, Comiy fays the Countryman, 
let us pray for honefter and wifer Ser-- 
vants to his Majejiy : Would half of , 
the prefent Minijiers were hanged^ and 
the fawning Crew that follow them^ for 
they have neither left us Liberty^ Mo-- 
ney^ nor Reputation. If two of thefe 
happen to difpute, the Countryman 
makes his Charge boldly, and the 
Courtier defends like a Mafter, com- 
plains of the Hardfhip that he *is not 
at Liberty to fpeak all that he knows, 
but with Politenefs and an Air of Se- 
rioufnefs afTures me, or fome indif- 
ferent Perfon, who is of eaiier Faith 

than 
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than the Countryman, that it was im- 
poffible for the Miniftry to ad with 
more Wifdpm and Juftice. 

I CONFESS to thee, when I was 
firft in Company with fome of this 
laft Set, and heard them Ipeaking in 
the Royal Stile, We have done thisy 
and. We have given proper Orders ^ I 
thought myfelf among the King's firft 
Minifters, but upon Enquiry, found 
that they were Hirelings, who by 
Flattery had crept into the Favour 
of the Govemors or dependent Kinf- 
men of fome Lord of the Council, 
by whom they had been entrufted 
with the extraordinary Intelligence of 
a Proclamation, the March of a Regi- 
nent, or Prorogation of the Parlia- 
ncnt, which was the next Day in all 
ihe Papers of the Kingdom. 

To 
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To the Diflentions between thefe 
two Sets of Men, the Prei'ervation of 
their little Liberty is owing: They 
roufe the Spirit and Genius of each 
other, and their Watchfulnefs fecures 
them from Surprize : The like Divi- 
fions, which have long fubfifted in 
Britaiuy have the like EfFeftj and, 
from their firft Origin to thi§ Day, it 
will be difficult to point out many 
Periods, when the' Men of Britain 
were in the general of one Mind, ex- 
cepting the Times of great Revoluti- 
ons, when the Courtier fubmitted to 
aft as the Countryman, and to draw 
the Government from Delpotifm near- 
er to a Commonwealth. 



fl^ 
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LETTER VIL 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

THOU wouldft imagine, AbdaU 
laby that from a Mixture of 
the two Characters laft mentioned to 
thee, one might be drawn that would 
be generally pleafing ; and it might 
be fo: But there is a Creatui-e here 
more furprifing than any thou haft 
fcen \ he hath neither the rough Ho- 
nefty of the Countryman, nor the 
myfterious Knowledge of the Cour- 
tier; he hath no real Love of his 
Country, and yet would I'eem to have 
it ; he hath a real Love of the Court 
and high Meafures, but would feem 

to 
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to want it \ he pretends an Ignorance 
of all public Matters, leaves them to 
Men wifer than himfelf, and when 
they are at the worft, afFedls to think 
they could not be better: \xi Athens 
a Man would have been hanged for 
being what this Man feems to be: 
But no Man is farther from being a 
Neutral, which he woujd feem to be, 
than this Man : He is by fome called 
a Court- Jefuit : By a feeming Inat- 
tention to others, he createth a real 
Inattention to himfelf, and thereby 
gathereth more Knowledge than the 
moft curious ; by an affcd:ed Heed- 
leflhefs of public Matters, he createth 
a real Negledt of them in others; 
and when he is recommending to his 
Acquaintance the Care of their^ do- 
meftic Affairs, is then leaft attentive 
to his own; He never joineth the 
People in Complaint or Remonftrance: 
— — -£& h a Stranger to thofe Mat- 
C 2 ters 
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ters He is no Judge He is of 

no Confequehce // would do more 

Harm than Benefit if his Name was 
feen there ^ for all the World knows that 
he was always fufpeSled by the Court : 
To Court-Addrefles and Reprefenta- 
tions, his Name is fometimes annex- 
ed ; He was led into it by my Lord 

// is only a Matter of Form^—^ 

// is well known ^ the King never 

looks at thefe Tilings. " 

Oj^e of thefe Men is of more real 
Ufe to the Court, than ten profeffed 
Courtiers i his Intelligence is better, 
and more eafily had : Under the Malk 
of Impartiality and Stayednefs he can, 
by a cold Look, damp a Defign 
which is ungrateful; or by a few 
Words, gravely and timely applied, 
forward a Meafure that is pleafing to 
the Court. There are more of this 
Clafs here than in England*^ their In- 

duftry 
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duftry is great at all Times, and in 
the Hurry of a Seffion they are over- 
looked more than they Ihould be: 
Their Seafon is the intervening Win- 
ter, when public Affairs lie dormant 
here ; it is then they fwarm, watch 
the drowfy Hours of the People, and 
take Occafion, from their Difappoint- 
ments, of which every Seflion fup- 
plies a Store, to cenfure the Folly of 
caring how the Nation is managed — 
Make your Fortune y let the Illation take 
Care of itjelf\ what availeth your med^ 
dling or mine ? — Let every Man look ta 
bis domejiic Affair s^ and 7iot ruin him^ 
felf'hy attending to T'hings without his 
Sphere. While one of thefe Men was 
arguing thus, I could not refrain from 
faying to him, if the Public is ruined 
by Knavery and Mifconduw \ how are 
you fure of efcaping the Ruin ? Sir, 
he anfwered very foftly, I fee you are 
a Stranger, the Public is in no fuch 
C 3^ Danger 
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' Danger as you are told j there are a Set 
of Men who are ever comparing this 
Time with the Reign of James the 
Second } whereas it is well known we 
are in no Danger from Popery -, his 
Majefty is a zealous Proteftant, But, 
fetting Religion afide, I replied, your 
Conftitution, of which you Ipeak fo 
highly, may be totally violated; that 
juft Ballance of the Powers of the 
King, the Lords, and the Commons, 
which fecures Liberty to the People, 
may be deftroyed ; and furely you do 
not wilh for fuch an Event. Upon 
this he turned away, and left me very 
abruptly. 



^rr- 
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LETTER VIIL 
AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

THERE is a Man here to whofe 
Friendfhip I am much indebt- 
ed ; every Thing which is curious he 
ihews to me, and condudls me to 
every Place where I may hope for 
Entertainment or Knowledge : We 
were lately at a public Aflembly, 
where the Men and Women of all 
Ages, noble and ignoble, met and 
talked of the Weather, the Fafhions, 
and the. News, as the Merchants oiLon-- 
don do of the Stocks at the RoyaUEx- 
change. The Woman, whofe Province 
it was to receive the Company, (for 
C 4 ^ this 
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this is an Entertainment of which the 
Women are fole Condu6lors) was the 
Wife of the firft Magiftrate, and 
Daughter of a common Tradefman 
who fupplied me' with Lights 5 fhe 
was then known by the Name of 
hady Mayorefs : I looked for Civility 
from her, and nothing more, but to 
my great Surprize found nothing 
wanting in her that could improve the 
Entertainment : Though hundreds 
were affembled there, fhe was as eafy 
as in a private Company 5 many were 
Strangers to her, yet her Affability 
extended to all; fhe never wanted 
that general Converfation which be- 
comes the politefl Women in fuch 
Aflemblies, nor fhewed any Partiality, 
but that of making the greatefl Stran- 
gers mofl pleafed with themfelves, 
and with her Entertainment, She 
was chearful without Levity, and her 
Familiarity never bordered on Mean- 

nefsj^ 
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neis 5 though humbly born (he would 
have graced the higheft Station, and , 
the higheft-born could not more 
adorn hers: If fhe had as much 
Health, Abdullah^ as fhe has of good 
Breeding, fhe would not be unworthy 
of the Bed of our holy Emperor. 

I OBSERVED, that feveral of the 
Men and Women no fboner faluted 
the Mayorefs, than they ran precipi- 
tately, as if fome Daemon had hurri- 
ed them, to Tables which were dif- 
pofed in feveral Parts of the Room, 
and began to fhufHe and throw fronn 
Hand to Hand thofe painted Papers 
called Cards, of which thou hafl read y 
the Men fometimes curfing, and the 
Women chafing and fanning to cool 
their Anger, while others feemed to 
finile becajufe the firfl were enraged. 
You fee, faid my Friend, what a po- 
lite People we are: There is oot a 
C 5 Folly 
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Folly nor a Vice in England^ which 
we do not import Duty-free ; becaufe 
we are not at prefent allowed to trade 
extenfively abroad, we amufe our- 
felves with this Species of unconfined 
Commerce at home : It is of all 
Trades the moft general, the Lord 
and the Lackey are on an equal Foot- 
ing at it, and it is never obftrufted as 
other Commerce is, by a weekly Fef- 
tival. — I do not fee how you can call 
this an Amufement; I thought your 
Women beautiful before, but their 
Faces are now fo diftorted,^ that they 
feem to me worfe than thofe whom 
you . confine for Madncfs y if they 
have the Ufe of Reafbn, they would 
fhew it better in cop5dng the Addrcfe 
and polite Behaviour of their Hoftefs, 
and in a genei'al eaiy Converfation. 
' Court-Cuftom, replied my Friend^ 
has eftablifhed this kind of Trade„ 
it employs half the Time of our No- 

biUty^ 
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bility, and, ^ to fome leading Families 
in this Kingdom, is the fole Relief ia 
that long heavy Day which is ap- 
pointed for worfhipping God: Till 
it is difcouraged at the Court, it will 
prevail with other Cuftoms as fatal 
which come from thence. Behold 
that Lord trafficking with a Beggar ;, 
it depends on the Accident of five or 
fix Spots appearing on the next Paper 
which is turned up, whether he {halt 
To-morrow*^ fell his Eftate to pay a 
Debt of Honour, and ruin the Cre- 
ditors who have been thefe fix Months. 
paft fupplying his Table with the 
Necefllaries of Life. I was going ta 
inform the Lord upon what unjuft 
Terms he played,, when his evil For- 
tune prevailed, and left him not worth 
a Shilling ; I am told the Court has 
fince given him an yearly Penfion, as 
% Reward for his Prodigality, and the 
C d Sharper, 
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Sharper, who hath his Eftate, is fent to 
fit in Parliament, and traffic there. 

Though this Man's Misfortune 
foon Ipread through the Room, it had 
no other EfFeft than to make two or 
three Perfons curious to try Fortune 
with the Winner ; wherefore I turn- 
ed from thefe Lunaticks, to a Set who 
were entertaining themfelves more 
rationally : They were a Mixture of 
young Men and Wom«n, making 
and improving Acquaintance with 
each other ; fome I obferved in Pairs,, 
like Lovers who had gone through 
the firft Stages of Love, and^ by 
their whifpering and hanging about 
each other,, feemed preparing for the 
laft y by all their Looks they appear- 
ed more defirous of being in private 
than in public : One Pair, more de- 
lighted with each other than the reft,^ 
after many foft Looks and Sighs^ 

and 
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and now and then a Kifs of a lovely 
white Breaft, which the Woman per- 
mitted to be taken behind her Fan, 
with' fome Precipitation retired. I 
afked my Friend who thofe happy 
two were 5 the Man, faid he, was 
forced when he was abroad to marry 
a beautiful Woman, whom he ftrove 
in vain to debauch, and whom ho 
fince defpifeth becaufe fhe is his Wife ; 
the Lady,, with whom he retiredj, is 
the Wife of an old Gentleman, who 
fettled a great Eftate upon her, be- 
eaufe he could gratify her no other- 
wife. He had fcarce anfwercd me, 
when the young Man returned, and 
bagan his Addreffes to another, and 
a third: Are^thefe, faid I, aifo mar- 
ried to old Men ? No, anfwered my 
Friend, but a Man of Gallantry is 
always acceptable ; though his Fami- 
liarity has tainted the Reputations of 
a dozen Women, he is not there- 
fore 
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f(X*e lefs agreeable to the reft. — I 
was going to requeft that my Friend 
would recommend me to a more in- 
timate Acquaintance with fome of 
thefe Women, when he thus continu- 
ed. — Do not imagine that, though 
he hath fullied their Reputations, 
he hath therefore fullied tiieir Per- 
Ions \ our Women are not arrived to 
that Eafe^ which- prevaileth in Lon-^ 
doriy of doing at once what they de- 
fire to do ; nor doth this Place afford 
fuch Opportunities as London y here 
they are much more temperate in 
Fad, and though many of thempro- 
mife an eafy Conqueft, they will hold 
out long, and, like Cowards, take 
Courage from Fear ; that gay Inter- 
courfe between the Sexes, is the on- 
ly Thing in wluch we have not ex- 
ceeded our London Neighbours, 
though we are taking daily Pains to 
rival them in it, and in defpight of 

many 
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many Difadvantages, are likely ta 
fucceed : Give us equal Opportuni- 
ties, and our Women will fhew equal 
Genius, in ufing them. 
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LETTER IX. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

THOU haft read, moft fage 
Abdallahy the Conftitution of 
this Kingdom i like to the Govern- 
ment of the Ifland is. that of its Me- 
tropolis, this great City of Dublin : 
The King's Lord-Lieutenant here, 
who is called the Lord Mayor y is cho- 
fen by his own Privy-Council, a Body 
which was originally created by the 
Citizens, but which now creates it- 
felf, and upon the Removal of any 
Member, adds another, as fimilar as 
may be to the laft: This Privy- 
Council was jfirft framed for none 
other Purpofe than to advife the City 

Lord- 
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Lord-Lieutenant, and confult for the 
Peace and Security of the Citizens; 
but in Progrefs of Time it ufurped 
the whole Government, and ftill' re- 
tains it : When I tell thee it's Power, 
thou wilt not wonder that I fay it 
has the whole Gfovernment: Re- 
member firft, that it createth itfelf ; 
from its own Body it createth the 
Mayor y who is the firft Magiftrate of 
the executive, and Head of the legi- 
flative Power of the City; next, it 
conftituteth the Sheriffs, the fecond 
executive Eftate, and the Prefidents 
of the lower legillative Houfe : This 
lower Houfe is compofed of Men, 
taken from Fraternities of different 
Trades or Occupations, and hatli a 
Negative on all Laws, propofed by 
the Mayor s Privy-Council, which is 
a wife Regulation ; but this Houfe 
is abiblutely under the Direftion of 
the Privy-Council, or Board, which 

defeats 
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defeats the good Dcfign of that Re- 
gulation: firft, the largeft Frater- 
nities, which ai-e always moil diffi- 
cultly bribed or governed, have the 
feweft Members^ one only Fraternity 
excepted, of which the Privy-Coun- 
cil are Parts, and in which their 
greateft Power lies : Therefore this 
Aflembly, like another in this King- 
dom, is more eafily packed : In the 
next Place, a Fraternity has not the 
abfolute Power of chufing its Mem- 
bers, but muft fend to the Board a 
limited Number of Names, and from: 
thele Tie Board eledeth ; whereby it 
happens that a Fraternity has not, in 
fifty Years, and never can be fure of 
having for its Members, thofe whom 
it moft approveth ; for if a Frater- 
nity has three Members, and is ob- 
liged to fend fix Names to the Coun- 
cil, the three moft agreeable to the 
Fraternity will be» and I find gene- 
rally 
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rally are, rejected : Now it is diffi- 
cult at any one Time to find, in a 
fmall Society, more than three or 
four who are qualified by Integrity 
and Knowledge to fit . in Council ; 
and, if thefe are rejefted, the lower 
Houfe muft confift of Men of an- 
other Character: Being thus com- 
pofed of the Creatures of the upper 
Houfe, the whole Government of 
rfie City confequently devolveth ta 
the Mayor s Privy-Council j and how- 
ever their Conftitutians may differ 
from defpcAic, the Governments o£ 
the Kingdom and of the City differ 
from it only nominally, and by their 
Similarity ftrengthen each other :^ 
The Mayor's Council never chufeth 
Officers who are unpleafing to the 
King's Privy- Council ; and the King & 
Privy-Council defeateth any Attempt^ 
however regular and parliamentary,, 
that tends to abridge the Power of 
- tha 
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the Mayor's Council. The Gonfe- 
quences of this Government are evi- 
dent every Day, in every Quarter of 
tlie City 3 no Town is more tumul- 
tuous, none abounds more with Nu- 
fances > no Streets are worfe paved or 
filthier, none worfe illuminated; no 
Citizens are more difeontented, and no 
Governors more over-bearing than 
the Mayor's Council ; yet the very 
Men who reprefent this City in Par- 
liament are Members of that Coun- 
cil, and it is faid that one of them 
oppofeth every Scheme to better re- 
gulate the City. : 

My Hoft tells me, that if this 
City was divided, as London is, into 
Diftridts impowered to eledt their 
Governors, and if the Eledtion of 
other Officers was given to the Ci- 
tizens at large, and the framing of 
Laws to a Reprefentative of them,. 
* » ' ^ that 
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that the Civil Power would be able 
to execute the Civil Laws, which, 
he fays, would be fuch an Abridg- 
ment of the Court Power, of com- 
manding this City by a Military 
Force, as would not be liftened to. 




LET. 
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LETTER X. 
AZA to ABDALLAR 

[From Dublin.] 

I WENT Yeftcrday with my 
Friend to fee the Manner of do- 
ing Bufinefs in the Aflembly of the 
Commons, which, as I told thee, 
has the Care of all the Liberty left 
to this Kingdom: After we had 
waited two Hours, an holy Prieft 
prayed in their Form, for a Blefling 
on the Work of that Day, and then 
retired. The Houfe was veiy full, 
but the Chair in the midft of it was 
empty, which led me to afk who 
was expeded to fill it : That, faid my 
Friend, is to be theBufinefsof this Day; 

the 
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the Man, wha filled that Chair thefe 
twenty Years, quitted it Yefterday 
for an annual Bounty of two thou- 
fand Pounds, and a Title of a * Lord. 
That Gift, I faid, muft be for Ser- 
vices which he hath done to the Court : 
No, anfwered my Friend, but for 
Services done to the People: — Me- 
thinks that makes it ftill more gene- 
rous, and a great Encouragement for 
Men to ferve dieir Countiy : Do not, 
he faid, miftake it for an A<ft of Ge- 
nerofity ; becaufe he ferved his Coun- 
try once, the Court gives him this Pen- 
fion, that he may never ad the like 
Part again : I underftand you, faid I, 
and now the People are met to chufe 
ibme Man who has Courage enough 
to love his Country, and yet be poor. 

Before I had finiflied thefe Words 
a young Man arofe, and, in Words 

quicker 

* E 1 of 5-*—^ ». 
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quicker than I could underftand, told 
the Houfe, that it was the Pleafure 
of the Governor they fliould eled: a 
new Speaker, the laft being called 
by his King to the Houfe of Lords : 
After him arofe a grave, compofed 
Gentleman, whofe Syllables were not 
^ rapid, and enumerated the Quali- 
ties neceffary for the Man who was 
to fill that Chair, a Catalogue of more 
Virtues than I am able to remember, 
but not more than fill the Breaft of 
our venerable Achmet: I was look- 
ing around me for fome reverend 
Perfon whom thefe Qualities inhabited, 
when he pointed to a young * Man 
of goodly Appearance, who fat near 
to me ) I looked on him with Admi- 
ration, and was ftill more pleafed to 
find that he declined the Honour in- 
tended him, with a Modefty that 
feemed to make the other Virtues 

afcribed 
• 7— « p— »— »— y, Efq; 



*fci^€d to hm more •lovely ; he 
thanked Ae Houfe for die Honour 
ivlMeh they liad dofte^hitA, confefifed 
kimfelf unequal to tibe Tafk, and 
deeefttfy defired they ^vcmld eled: a 
Peribn better qualii^d fer {o import 
tant a Rac** Th\s, yotmg Man, faid 
I, has acquired flic Love of this 
Houfe by Hs Sincerity, and juftly, 
^nce he retains it even when they are 
courting him with Offices of Honour ; 
he who has Monefty enough to con- 
fefs his Inability for a great Office, 
^U be virtuous in the Difcharge of 
that for whicii he is fitted. Be not 
hafty <o canclude, faid «ny Friend ; 
that yoi^g Man has been foUidting 
flaany Years, publicldy and privately, 
for this Office ; and ^e annual fiounty 
of twotho^afaiid Pounds was given, not 
mere to reniove the late Speaker, than 
to fiibftkute this Man in his Place ; . 
it is the Cuftom to refofc the Oifer- 
D ing 
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ing of this Chair, when it is mod 
defired, and you fhall fee that young 
Man overjoyed when he is in Poffef- 
fion of it, though now with feeming 
Modefly he declines it: What, faid 
I, is it a Cuftom to tell Lies in your 
grandeft Aflembly ? On thefe Occa- 
fions it is. — But if Lies are efta- 
blifhed on fome Occafions, what Se- 
curity .have you that Men will ^eak 
Truth on any Occafion, or how do 
you know when the Truth is fpoken ? 
We never look, faid he, for any Se- 
curity of that Kind, for it is not to 
be had ; nor is it poffible for us tp 
know when Truth is fpoken ; we 
expeft every Day to be deceived, and 
he who can deceive us with the beft 
Grace, is fure to rife higheft in the 
State : One pf our Orators will come 
into the Houfe, and, with Fear and 
Concern for us and our Families, in- 
form us that he has received Intelli- 
gence, 
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gence, that all the Troops of France 
are on their Shore embarking for 
this Ifland, and, unlefs our Forts are 
put into a State of Defence, we, 
and our Children, will in a few Days 
be no more: When he has got all 
the Money we have, the French are 
no more heard of, and our Forts are 
left defencelefs as ever : That * quick- 
ipeaking Man, who rofe firft To-day, 
has been employed feveral Times to 
frighten us out of our Senfcs and 
our Money, and has always fuc- 
reeded. — How ? — When a Man has 
-deceived you once, do you believe 
him a fecond Time ? — What can we 
xlo ? A Secretary will tell us he has 
received fecret Intelligence from Eng-- 
landy if we do not believe it, he will 
rcprefent us as difobedient and f?i6ti- 
ous; if, we do believe it, he will, in 
D 2 Confe- 
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Confeqitencc thereof, aflc us for our 
Money. 

How blefled, Abdallaby are the 
Sons of the Prophet, whofe Man- 
ners are iimple, and whoie Language 
is the Truth ? 




J 
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LETTER. XL 

AZA to ABDALLAH^ 

[From Dublin.] 

I WAS induced to go a fecond 
Time to the Houfe of Gommons, 
having before feen nothing but Form, 
and heard nothing that was true: 
Some important Bnfinefs was expefted 
to employ that Day^ and my Friend 
promifed me, that- I (hould hear 
learned Speakers, a Promife which 
was fufficient to carry me much 
farther than the remoteft Part of this 
City is from my Dwelling: I had 
fcarcc feated myfelf in the Gallery 
of the Houfe, when a * middle- 
aged Man arofe, and, with a becom- 
D 3 ing 
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ing Solemnity, talked of the great 
Happinefs of having a Conftitution, 
by which the Powers of the King, 
the Nobles, and the Commons were 
lb properly ballanced, that one could 
not infringe the Rights of the other ; 
by which the People had free Accefs 
to the Prince for Redrefs of Evils, 
and the Prince to his People for Sub- 
fidies, to fupport his Government; 
that he apprehended, the Conftitu- 
tion under which he lived was fuch, 
and, while he found it fo in EfFed:, 
he would be content and happy ; but 
while another Body, diftinft jfeom 
the three Eftates, aflumed a^. power 
fuperior to theirs, and rendered their 
Ads invalid, which he feared had 
been lately done by the Privy-Coun- 
cil, he could not think himfelf under 
a free Conftitution, and under any 
other Conftitution he could not be 
content : Therefore, that it might 

appear. 
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appear, whether the Council had ex- 
ercifed a Power fuperior to that of 
the King, the Lords, and the Com- 
mons s he propofed, that the proper 
Clerks fhould lay before that Houfe 
all the Bills fent by the Commons to 
the Council, and the Bills fent by the 
Council to the King, by which Means 
it would be known, whether the 
King had feen the Grievances of his 

People or not. Immediately up 

rofe * a grave, manly Figure, with 
Wifdom and Dignity in his Aiped ; 
the Silence and Attention of the Houfe 
feemed to proclaim him the Cham- 
pion of whatever Caufe he under- 
took 5 he explained with great Simpli- 
city and Majefly of Words, the Con- 
ftitution of this Kingdom, expofed 
the Weaknefs of thofe who thought 
that all Power was in the three Eftates, 
or that it ought to be in them j he 
D 4 fhewed 
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ihcwed that the Council was the moft 
cflential Part of this Conftitution^ 
and deferved to have the greatell 
Power, as the Members of it arc 
fworn to do Juftice ; and that it waa 
little lefs than a capital Crinae, to 
attempt to take this Power from 
them : In the Conclufion, he proved 
with great Eloquence and Strength 
of AfTertion, that the King in hi» 
Privy-Council was abfolute, as our 
mighty Emperor in his D/Wz?.— 
While he fpoke, I thought I was at 
Conjiantinopley and going to proftrate 
myfelf before him, for maintaining 
the Juftice of oui: Government 3, furely,!^ 
I faid, Mahomet is great, and his Re- 
ligion fhall prevail :.---. But a young 
Man arofe, and with Sedatenefs,^ 
mixed with a Species of Wit, which 
they' call Irony, fo confuted and ri- 
diculed what the other had faid, that 
he foQA convinced i»e I was in an- 
other 



GCber Country, and undor different 
Laws from thofe of the Eaji : Tho" 
the former had fpoken wifely, yet 
the young Man fecmed to have fpo^ 
kca more plcafingly, for almoft the 
whole Houfe aifentcd to what h^ 
faid, and when the Voices were to 
be taken on each Side of the Qupf* 
tiott> even the grave Man whom I 
was^ going to reverence, appeared in 
a few Minutes entirely o£ another 
Mind: What> iaid I, is it ufuai for 
Men of his Age and Wifdort^ fo 
quickly to change their Sentiments of 
fuch important Matters? You fee, 
anfwered my Friend, the Force of 
Truth, when it com^s upon Men 
unprepared, unfchooled, they cannot 
reiift it: This Quellion was fudden 
and'unexpeifted, and the Juftice of 
the young Man's Affertions fo evi- 
dent, that all the Eloquence of that 
grave Pleader, unaflifted by other 
D 5 , Arts, 
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Arts, could not prevail againft then^: 
He, who in tJie laft Seffion of Par- 
liament was the Idol of the People, 
whofe Image was revered, who led 
the Nation by his Voice, and the 
Power of Truth, is fo weak when 
he oppofes a young Man, pleading 
for his Country's Freedom, that he 
cannot lead a lingle Senator, and to 
avoid the Shame of {landing alone, 
againft the reft of the Houfe, joins 
with them \ and hides his Confuiioa 
in the Crowd, 
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LETTER XII. 

AZA to A.BDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

THAT Friend whom I have fo 
often mentioned to thee, con- 
duced me Yefterday to the Academy/ 
which was founded in this Kingdom 
for the Education of Youth, by its 
Queen Elizabethy the moft chafte and 
honourable of the Queens, that have 
feryed Jefus.^ fhe who made the firft 
Treaty of Commerce to our Eajiern 
World, in the Time of our Grand 
Sultan Amurathy the thii'd of that 
Name. The Buildings of this Aca- 
idemy, or little Town, which claims 
to have a Jurifdidion within itfelfi 
D 6 are 
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are plain and neat \ thofe of the firft 
Square, when Acy ar^ Emfi^d} will 
be magnificent y but the Square i$^ 
little, and the Builcfings being lofty 
over-fhadow it, and are made gloomy 
by their own Shade* I was conveyed 
into a Hall, where many of the Stu- 
dents were employed in anfwering. 
Queilions propofed by a fet c^ grave 
Clergymen, which I fiippofed to be 
Queftions of Religion 3, but my Cora- 
panion, who takes all Occafions of 
informing me rightly, told me, that 
this Examination,, which, is held 
Quarterly, extends to the antient 
Languages^ to the Sciences of Rea- 
foning, of Aftronomy, of Phyfical 
and Moral Knowledge ^ from^ ftudy^ 
ing the laft,, he faid, our young No-- 
blemen are excufed by their Births 
and Fortune, and admitted to the fcr- 
veral Ranks or Degrees> without aiiy 
Doubt that Honefty does not necefia^ 

riljr 



vkf ^ODg with Nofailitf • When the 
jQcmg Mea hssn mfi^ed here four 
Yean^ and fiificred a limited Nutn«» 
ber of Examinations, th^ are ad-^ 
Knitted to the Rank of Batchelors, 
or Nofices^ in the Art$> and after three 
Years more ^nt in doing little or 
nothing, they are ftiied either Mai^ 
ters of the Arts, or Batchelors of 
Law, or more property Juri^rudence* 
«-.^Yoa have then^ I find> a School 
of Juri^irudence> whkh^ I think,, 
is of all, the fitteft in Academies 
which are to educate the Statefmen^ t^^ 
Pleaders, and principal Commonalty 
of a Free Natioa: Do not raifkfce; 
he faid,/here is no iuch Sdiool y De-* 
grees are conferred in that Science* 
hut without «amining the Know-^ 
ledge of thoic on whom they are 
conferred* I have known many com*^ - 
pHmented with a Degree, who never 
Qpened a Bwk of that Science, nor 

knevr 
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knew more by Infpiration than other 
Men : I thinks as you do, that it is 
a moft neceflary Science; when a 
young Man has acquired a Know- 
ledge of Right and Wrong, and of 
the general Laws of Nations, hefteps 
naturally and eaiUy to the ipecial Laws 
of his own Country, and a Know- 
ledge of the Situation and other great 
Circumftances of his Country, will 
lead him to the Caufes of its Laws. 
The Negledl of this Study, makes 
the Education of our Noblemen very 
imperfeft; untutored in Morals, in 
Jurifprudence, or in the Laws of their 
own Country^, they are fent abroad 
to finifti their Education, which is 
generally concluded by an Importa- 
tipn of foreign Vices, at the heft, 
foreign Fafliions; > perhaps proper 
where they, are native, but in this 
Climate abfurd as their Importers, 
and intolerable as. our Air to a. Citi- 
v zea 
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zen of Naples : Thus finHhed> the 
young Traveller is baiukd by his Fa- 
ther or his Fortune into bne of the 
Houfes of Parliament, where he cx>n^ 
tinues a good Senator for his own 
or the King's Life. I have often 
thought that the Bufinefs of the 
Houfe of Lords would not devolve 
to the Bifliops, nor that of the Com- 
mons to the Lawyers, if our young 
Men of great Fortune were educated 
in a different Manner: — While he 
was faying this, he led me to the 
Front of a fmall, but. fair Building 
caHed a Printing-Houfe, I was curi- 
ous to fee the Employment of .the 
People within ; but he informed me, 
that fince the Hbufe had been built, 
no Man of the Academy had em- 
ployed the Prefs with any OH^nal 
Work, either of Genius or Induftry : 
The younger Matters have too finall 
Income, and therefore are engaged 

10 
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in the ible Purfiiitof acquiring Pupils 
to fupport them y the Elder have too 
great Income, and Opulence is an 
Enemy to the ExcrcHc of Genius* 
This Diftindion of younger and elder . 
Matters, induced me to afk concern- 
ing the Conftitution of Ae Acade-» 
my : that,, faid he, like the prefent 
Government of the Kingdom, is far 
from being equals the Provoft, the 
Mailers or Fellows, and a particular 
fet called the ScholarSy conftitute thia 
Corporation, which has its Reprc- 
fenjtativcs in Parliament: The Pixk 
voft alone may nonodnute the Fellows^ 
and he may nomia^e alfo the Pa- 
fpns called Scholars.^ m fad^^ he may 
be abfolute, and then the Perfons 
cleded to fit in Pailiament are Re- 
j^efetttatives of him alone ; the Maf- 
ters zxt divided into the Younger and 
the Elder \ the laborious Bufinefs of 
the Academy is doae by the For- 
mer i 
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mer ; the profitable Bufinefs df di« 
viding the Rent% of the. ColI^c 
£flates> the Frsen^ums for Reaewab 
of Leafes, and other Revenues, en* 
gages the lyattei : — We had now re* 
^turned to lite Hail &c& mentbned> 
and pafiing through it» I heard a. 
yoi^ng Man reading aloud a Latin 
Oration J this I fuppofed was ibme 
Perjfon learning to pronounce the La-^ 
tin Language with Propriety^ being 
very demons to hear them fpeak 
itkek unwritten Thoughts in their na* 
tive Languge, I requeiled that ray 
Ffiend< would coiukA me to the 
EagJi^ School : Alas^ £ftid he, there 
is no fiich School; a young Man 
magr fpend four, fiive, or fix Years 
here, without being obliged once to 
write or nead his Countiy's Language ^ 
y^ he will not be undedlood, if he 
writea or ipeaks any other : At the 
Bar> and in the Senate;^ he mull 

fpeak 
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fpeak its ^^ vasx^ read it in the Pul- 
pit, converfe in it, with all Ranks 
of Mens ^nd, notwithftanding all 
this, not one Day is ipent in the Study 
of it \ but he is employed fix, fome- 
times ten Years, in learning the Greek 
Language, which, perhaps, he will 
never afterwards fpeak, write, nor 
read : This is grounded upon an Opi- 
nion diat, by knowing the antient 
Languages, he will better underftand 
his own \ though the contrary is evi- 
dent every Day ; the Letters of well 
educated Women, far excelling thofe 
of our Gr^^/&-taught Gentry. Be- 
fides, the Saxm Language is the Root 
of the Engltjh'^ and a fitter Study 
for thofe who would know the Force 
of Englijh Words. There is a Man 
among us, whofe late generous PImi 
for eftablifhing Schools of Law and 
of Debate, is an Honour great to 
him, as the Rejedipn is a Difgrace 

to 
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to others; for my Part, though I 
have no Children for whofe Education 
I am anxious, I would think one 
hundred Pounds per Annum of my 
Fortune well beftowed in executing 
a Scheme fo ufeful : For what can 
be expefted from our Youth, while 
they are neither taught in Schools 
nor in the public Academy, to know 
the Laws of Nations, nor of theif 
own Country, nor even to ipeak nor 
write their Country's Language. 
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LETTER XIII. 

AZA /« ZELIMA. 

[From Dublin.] 

TTIVE Years are now paffed, 
JL fince I beheld thee, Zelima: 
Thou waft then the little Pride of 
Erivan. AJhrefds&ve^ thy Beauty, 
and it is thine to confent or refufe : 
If thou Joveft him, gd with himj 
if not, prefer thy father's Houfe ; 
He is a Soldier, Zelima, rough in 
Addrefs, yet plain and honeft, and 
thy Innocence may" make him happy : 
Forget not thy Mother's Manners j 
Simplicity was her Ornament } when 
thy Father's Appetites have ftrayd, 
her's never fwcrved. Her Features 

were 
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were lefs exa<3: than Haz(ahya\ my 
fair Concubine; yet tfay Modier, 
Zelinuiy was more lovely i there was 
a Beauty in her Mind» which adorqed 
her Body; ihe was the £rft who 
taught me that the higheft outwanl 
Grace cometh irom die Ai&dion^ 
and that eveiy evil Paffion is Ugli&efs. 
I was hafteningy. to &e thee once, 
while I could call thee mine indeed^ 
yet I (hall not behold thee vdth k& 
Tendernefs^ when thou art die Wife 
of AJhref. Ahdallah faith, thy Neat- 
nefs groweth with thee, which with 
thy native fonocenoei may hold a 
plain Man's IxMpe. The Prefents that 
fhall go before thee, arc worthy c£ 
Acceptance; the Law of our holy 
Prophet in a Cover of Gold, ftudded 
with Emeralds ; four Camels laden 
with Tapeftry and Cuihions of Vel- 
vet : A Calket of pure Gold felled 
with thy Mother's Bracelets ; and 

five 



94 Letters from - 

five Virgins, each bearing ""as many 
Smocks of the fineft Linnen of Alex- 
andria embroidered with Pearls \ my 
Groves of Orange, and my Gardens ad- 
joining are thine alfo, fo are the hundred 
Slaves which tend them : Remem- 
ber thy Mother's Clemency to thefe 
which fecured their AflFedtion to her, 
and their Obedience to thee \ for thy 
Father, Zelima^ will be happy in Pro- 
portion as thou art good, and he hath 
yet been blefled in. thee. 




LET- 
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L R T T E R XIV- 

AZA to ALI IZRA. 

[From Dublin.] 

Renowned Izra, 

WHOSE Blood flows, with 
their Virtues, from the 
younger Cyrus and the fair AJpqfia : 
Thy Wifdom is as the Wifdom of the 
Angels, and thy Juftice as the Scales 
of Heaven: Mahomet the Friend, 
and Ebubekir and Haliy the Servants 
of God, behold thee with Love. 
Thou afkeft me what are the refpec- 
tive Conditions of the Lord and of 
the Peafant in this remote W^orld: 
Know, therefore, that they are, in 
geneal, the Conditions of Mafter 

and 
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and Vajfal : About one thoufand Years 
ago, the Lands of thefe Weftern 
Ifles were the Property of Lords, 
who had Slaves annexed to their 
Perfons, and Skves to their Fields, . 
as many Suites of Germmiy flill hawi 
The Property of thdc Lords was 
accompanied by Power, and each of 
thefe Kingdoms, at different Times^ 
was a Scene of ^oontendtc^ petty 
Kings, while the PoHcy of the fa-> 
preme King, or Vicegerent, wasj to 
fupport himfelf by Hiifting to the 
(Irongeil: Side* Not three hundred 
Years ago, a wife Lord iof England 
mounted the Throne, by aid ©f th« 
ilroagef Party of Lords 1 this Man 
faw, th« the fame Party might one 
Day place another in his Seat ; that 
their Power arofe ftom their Property, 
which then could not be alienated, 
and confequentiy made die Heir 
Arong as his Anceftor, ic^porting at 

the 
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the fame Time Family-grudges, and 
the Means of Vengeance ; therefore 
he procured a Law which was flatter- 
ing to the luxurious Lords, whom 
Excefs had made needy, that all Men 
fliould have Liberty to alienate their 
Eftates : This opened a Way through 
Induftry to Property, and from Pro- 
perty to Power, and with all the 
other Laws of England^ this was 
brought in the fame Reign into /re- ^ 
land. But Circumftances concurred 
to aid the Law in Englandy which 
Ireland hath not yet enjoyed ; Com- 
m.erce foon after began to extend, it 
ftretched to Afiracan^ crolled the Caf- 
piany and reached even to our World r 
The Riches of our Eajiy contribut- 
ed to loofep the Shackles of the Weft j 
Property,, when diffufed, ipread a 
Sehfe .of Freedom, which at length 
deftroyed the Vallalageandeftabiilhed 
a more perfed: Equality in England. 
E Trade 
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tirade would have made as cdlt^teat 

a Change here^ if ^is Ifland had 

been ripe for it, more civilized, and 

equally linconfined in exerting its 

natural Advantages: But it was. 

ftill barbarous, the Years '<rf its 

lordly Slavery were not compleatfed, 

and England was jealous of its rifing 

to Greatnefs. Trade, which is Wealth 

^ in EfFeft, may eftablifti real Equality 

here ; but at prefent there is too little 

to fupport a free Gonftitutbn 5 there 

is indeed no legal, but there is real 

Vaflalage : The Lord is a poor Tyraht, 

and the Peafant a poor Skve. Hear 

ftie, ^//, the Lord feldom parcels out 

his Land among the Cultivaters of 

it ; his ample Eftate is. divided irito tt 

few Parts, and hired by a few who 

are puny Lords, and fervile Itnitators 

of him J each df thefe fubdivides his 

Part, and fets it to as many more ; 

all thefe have a Profit from it, pro- 

.portion- 
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portioriable to their Degrees of Subor- 
dination and Quantities of J^and 5 at 
laft it is broken into fmall Portions 
among the poor Peafants, whofe Sweat 
is to fupport the Idlenefs, perhaps, 
of twenty Superiors, while ail the 
jioor ^Remains of their Labour hardly 
yield Bread for themfelves: Their 
Food is barely fufficient to fupport the 
Day's Fatigue, and their Habitations 
will not defend from Rain the Straw 
on which they Repofej while their 
unkind Lords are wafting Life in Riot 
' and Luxury, regardlefs of the Hand 
that fupplies them with the Means* 
Such is the Condition of more thaji 
two third Parts of the immediate 
Land-holders in this Kingdom. If 
every Lord would fet out his Lands 
only to the Cultivater, and allow him 
a fit Reward for his Induftry j the 
Revenue of the Lord would be in- 
creafed, and the State of the Peafants 
£ z .made 
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made happy. In many of the Nor^ 
thern Parts of this Ifland, the Poverty 
of the Land induced Induftry and 
Arts, and the Cultivation of thefe 
Arts, makes, the People of eafier 
Condition, and of larger Spirit ; it 
fupplies them with Money, and Mo- 
ney enables them to purchafe Lands 
from the Lords, who, by Extrava- 
gance, become needy, and loofe the 
Means before the Appetite of Plea- 
fure : This has produced an Indepen- 
dance there, unrivalled by any other 
Part of the Ifland. In Places, where 
Manufactures are not introduced, the 
Tillage or Pafture of Land is the only 
Support of Life, and Means of grow- 
ing rich ; but while the Peafants hold 
their Farms in fuch Manner as I have 
told thee, .how can they become rich, 
or, in Truth, be other than Slaves ? 

LET^ 
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LETTER XV. 

AZh to ALJ IZRA. 

[From Dublin.] 

THOU wouldft know, M, if 
this Government be Provincial: 
It is by Right Imperial or Kingly ; how 
fer it is in Fadl Provincial, I willinform 
theeaswell aslamable. There is a Law 
in Britain J by which the King, Lords, 
and Commons of that Ifland, are im- 
powered to make Laws, which the 
King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland 
muft obey: This Ifland, therefore, 
may be governed by Laws, by which 
it never affented to be governed s and 
tho' the fame Man is King in both 
Kingdoms, yet his Royal Power in this 
E .3 Countiy 



taz Letters from 
Country is hereby leffened : If the 
Lords and Commons of Britain fhoiild 
lay, we will grant no Subfidies 'till a 
Law is paflfed, which fhall bind Ireland^ 
and in EiFed: ruin its Trade; the King 
oi Britain muft aflent to this ; the Kingy 
Lords, and Commons of Ireland muft 
receive it, and tho' it (hould manifeftly 
tend to ruin them, they cannot annul! 
it : The Lords and Commons of Ire^ 
landy naay indeed refuie to give their 
King Subfidies, till it be repealed; butr 
he will tell them, he cannot repeal it, 
unlefs his Britijh Lords and Cc^mnon& 
aflent thereto : As Irijh Siibjedi& they 
may aik him, why he aflented to d)e 
Law firft mentioned, which in it^ 
Confequences tended to bind both him 
and them, againft their Will ; and what 
anfwer he will make, I know not. 
Thou fee'ft that the King is not fofree 
in his Parliament of JtreJandy as in that 
of Britain', for, m the former, he fits 

bound 
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bound by the Laws of the latter, and 
h»$ aflifted iq ^kipg ?way . his own 
Freedpip;- Ireland therefor^ is ajonur 
ally fubje<^ to die Ini|)Qfition of La\ys> 
to which it never agreed : It is i^d^ 
that tj^ Deiign of this Meadire was tp 
indite this People .W an Uniop of th^ 
two Parliai^eQts of theiie I^ands, whi(;h 
thiB Mioiftry of « la*e l^€ig% fuppofed 
4key would lathec a^eat to> th^n be 
gov^inied by Laws whiglx t^ey haw ijuo 
Share in firaoung : But if the Terms 
ef the Union fhould be like thofe of 
England ixidi Scotland^ andfoobferved; 
they might haye as Iktle Share after- 
waidis m making Laws* T^ Royal 
Splendor would, I asatold) bediou^ 
nifhed by tkia Unioii^ the Government 
of this liland become more military 
and arbitfary) and ^e ^itijh Miniflry 
1^ better enabled to fuf^piort a Majority 
in the.Houfe of ComnK>ns. t 

E 4 Im 
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In the next Place I muft inform 
thee, that this Ifland fupports twelve 
thouiand regular Troops, of whom 
two third Parts are Englijh ; the Com- 
mand of thefe at prefent, is nominally 
in the Hands of a Native, but really 
in the Hands of a Britoriy a Native of 
that Part of Britainy which is attempt*- 
ing to vie with Ireland in the Manu- 
fadhire of Flax : This is agreeable to 
the Principles of provincial Govern- 
ment : As it is the Duty of the Com- 
mander to prepare his Troops for Ser- 
vice in the Field, confequently ^ey are 
incamped, and Linnen Cloth being 
the Manufadure of this Illand, thou 
mighteft expecft that the Tents could 
Witiade here ; however that be, moft 
of them are imported from Britain ; I 
cannot fay in what Part thereof they 
are made,, but they are imported 
from that Ifland : Befides, the Troops 

arc 
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are not intermixed with the People, but 
confined in Barracks, or Forts, and 
detached fi-om the Natives, as having 
a different Intereft, though no People 
would fboner gain their Love, as none 
are more holpitable-: This is perfedly 
Provincial. 



All Places, that may be with De- 
cency, are given to Strangers ^ more 
than half of the Bifliops ai-e EngUp^ 
fomeof them, itisfaid, very illiterate, 
fo weak as to expofe thir Ignorance in 
printed Mifinterpretarions, and wrong 
Applications of their own Bible or 
Koran 5 and in their Difcourfes, fo ab- 
furd, that a Law, forbidding them to 
explain a Word of that Book, would, 
I am told, be of Ufc to their Religion : 
But, perhaps, Ally thefe Infidels are 
ignorantly paving the Way for theMyf- 
teries of our holy Prophst. EngUjh 
Men are appointed Commiilioners of 
E 5 the 
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the Taxes arifing from Trade; the 
Treafurer and Vicc-Treafurers are £«- 
glijh Men ; many of the Judges are 
Englijh 5 and many Engltp Men arc 
penfionedby/r^/^Wj all this is pro^ 
vincial Government : Add to this, that 
the Common People are difarmed, or 
loft to the Ufe of Arms, by a Law 
which gives the wild Creatures of Na- 
ture, only to the Rich; making that a 
particular, which Nature made an uni- 
verfal Property j and thereby taking 
from one Man to give another, that 
which is equally the Right of every 
Man : There are Men who maintain 
that this is juft, but it feems to me, to 
refemble thofe Laws which take Free- 
dom from fome,andindulgeLicentiouf- 
nefs to others : Nature forceth none to 
be free, yet Freedom is a Right to 
which (he entitles every Man: He who 
chufeth Slavery, dafgrvesit; but I am 
now convinced that he who forcfes an- 
other 
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other into that State, is a T)rrant, and 
deiervea the Puniihment of a Robber.^ 

Now, u4//, do thou judge how like 
this Government is to Provincials fince 
t|ie I(Hui4 is fubjeA to the \^vj% awo^ 
by the Troops, its firft Places given tc 
the Subjeds of anqther Kingdom, and 
its moft ufeful Inhabitants difarmed* 
It is, no doubt, indebted to Britain fqr 
its Protedion, yet by true Policy might 
ibon be capable of protecting itfelf, and 
of ilrengthening the Marine Power, 
which is the great Security of thefcr 
lilanders.. 
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LETTER XVI. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

HOW facred, jlbdallah, flipuld 
be the Charadler of a Judge, the 
Diftributer of Juftice to the Lord and 
the Artificer! How pure his Hands, 
how fteady fhould his Eye be, who 
fits Umpire between his King and the 
meaneft Peafant? rather how wifely did 
our Fathers veil the Eyes of Juftice, 
that fhe might not be feduced by daz- 
ling Appearances to (hutherEirsagainft 
Truth : How guarded then Ihould her 
Priefts befirom Temptations toComip- 
tion, fecured from Want, and raifed 
above Dependence ? fuch^ Abdallab^ 

are 
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are the Judges of England *y their La- 
bour is recompenced by the Crown; 
yet they are neither fubjedl to the Will 
of the Crown, nor removeable, but up- 
on Addrefs of the Eftates of Parlia- 
ment, or upon Convidion of Mifcon- 
duft : While they were Servants, de- 
pendent on the Pleafure of the Crown, 
their Faffions prevailed over Reafbn ; 
they had not enough of Virtue to be 
poor, therefore often wanted Courage 
to bejuft 5 they fubftituted for Law the 
Will of their Matter, falfely betrayed 
his Honour, and forfeited their own 
Reputations ; they robbed the Nation 
of Peace and its Laws, feparated the 
King from the People, broke down the 
Barrier of Liberty, and made Way for 
civil. Tumults : Where Jufticc ceafeth, 
jibdallahy Injuftice and War begin : 
. Under Kings foaringtodeipoticPowcr, 
England\i2,\}£i often felt the Evil of de- 
pendent Judges ; and therefore hum** 

bled 
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bkd her Kings, wd ^alt^d ^e }vA^ 
ges, by placing theofi where Guilt ad^ 
mittedi no Exqufe, where all Judgea 
ihould be, above Want, above the 
Frowns of a Court, above the Court k- 
feif, when it frowns upcm Juftice. In 
this liland the Judges are raifed above 
Want, not above Dependence} there-^^ 
fore this People are ftiU fubjeft to all 
the Evils which England hath felt : 
They niay appeal from Judgment here 
to, England i but the Expeixce of feeJc- 
ing Juftice in another Kingdom> is a 
great Oppreflion : Jn many Cafes where 
the Subje<9: thinks himfelf aggrieved, a 
difcretionary Power is lodged in the 
Judges, of deciding whether his Caufe 
fball be heard before his Equals or not i 
How may fueh Power be abufed ? to 
the Denial of Juftice, which Judges 
are bound to grant j to the very Sub-- 
verfion of all that is honeft. I was 
condui^ed Ycfterday to the Hall of 

Juftice,, 
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Juftice, where Crouds were afiembled 
ill all the Avenues to Judgment, buy- 
ing and felling Interpretations of the 
Law6 which were to be referred to the 
Decifion of the Judges : There are two 
Clafles of Venders^ from whom eveiy 
Man muft purchafe, before he can 
reach the Ear of the Bench : I obferv- 
ed little Pleafure in the Faces of* the 
Buyers, many of whom fecmed eJther 
afraid they would never be able to buy 
their Way to the Judges, or anxious 
about the honeftDelivciy of theGoods. 
One Man, who, as I was informed, 
had gained his Caufe, exprefled k> lit- 
tle Satisfadlion, that he was heard to 
iky, what an ancient Eurepean General 
did, after a dearly bought Vidory, that 
another fuch Conqueft would ruin him : 
Turning to the Left, fee, iaid my 
Friend, a Man equal to decide the 
weightieft Caufe, patient in hearing, 
clear in diftinguifliing, plain and up- 
right 
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right in determining : This Man iscon- 
fined to the Letter of the Law. Hap- 
py, faid I, are the People, if all your 
Judges are like him: Happy they would 
be indeed, he anfwered, but Men of 
fuch Abilities are rare : We have Ibme 
honeft Men who are no Difgrace to the 
Bench : I wifti I could forget what is 
faid of one Man, pointing to the oppo- 
fite Court, that he labours to make his 
/ honourable Profeflion contemptible 
and vile \ that his little Knowledge in 
the Duty of his Place, is by daily In- 
temperance made lefs : And that when 
he is intoxicated with Wine, when his 
Eyes can ill diftinguifhMen, heaffumes 

to diftinguifh Rights. * Loft to all 

Senfe of Shame, what Virtue can re- 
main ? Under fuch Ignorance and fuch 
Prefumption, what Mifchiefs may not 
a Nation fuffer ? Turning to another 
Court, Behold, he faid, the Modera- 
tor and Corrector of the Law, the 

Keeper 
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Keeper of his Sovereign's Confcience, 
who thefe fixteen Years hath* been a 
faithful Guardian, and employed the 
Spirit of Law in relieving, not its Let* 
ter in oppreffing, the Subjed: ; who 
never leaned but on the Arm of Juftice, 
nor, in the Midft of Fortune and of 
Grandeur, forgot that the meaneft Sui- 
tor was, like himfelf, a Man ; Infir- 
mity bears hard upon him, but if the 
Angel of Death fhould now fummon 
him away, he will depart full of Ho- 
nour, and leave this Hall mourning for 
him 



^^ 
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LETTER XVn. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.} 

HOW wm the Pliftory of IbraUm 
eflfea Abdallah? That excellent 
young Perjianj who, unfatisfied with 
the Learning of our Eaji^ vifited 
the Schools and Courts of this Wejtern 
World ; whofe Knowledge and Good- 
nefs, advantaged by Birth and Nobili^ 
ty, promifed the faireft Fortune, in 
that Ifland of perverfe Britons was firft 
unhappy ; the^ Letter which I received 
before his laft Vifit to me, will beft ex- 
plain the Caufe. 

IBRA- 



I 
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IBRAHIM to AZA. 
[From LoNDOH.] 

Good Kz Ay 

F die Balm of Friendfhip could 
heal my Griefs, I would fly to thee ; 
but diou canft not even fc^n them, 
for they ape Griefe that are not to be 
fliaflred: Why then fliould I relate* 
tiiem ? That thou naayeft not wonder 
when thou itsSt me: Knoiw, Aza^ 
^uMt while. I was vcLLondoml wasin^ 
viljed \sf thft &» <£ a mk Tlsn^^ 
Merehant tor enjojr iasi sural I)ik 
vcrfions of this Kkigdoiw^ al hk 
Sea* whkh i^ fiTe Fadangs from dust 
Cky : The EU^aoce of hk Houf^ 
tfcc Verdure erf his Lawns, the Wind- 
ing of hi$ Riyofcts, ai^ the wild CHh 
der of his Woods, afe worthy cf Ad- 
mipatioQi : But the Beauty of his Wifei. 
jisia^ whatfballlfeyofk^— Uoder 

Heavea 
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Heaven there is nothing like her. Ac- 
cording to the Cuftom of this King- 
dom, I kifled her as the Prelude to our 
future Friendfhip : Her Chearfulnefe, 
hereafy Demeanour, and ftudious Care 
to pleafe, demanded every Day new 
Admiration : As Liberty is the Inheri- 
tance even of Females in this liland, 
flie would often walk with mc only, 
conVerfe with me while fhe was tend- 
ing hef Flowers, or (heltering her' 
Foreign Fruits, explain to me their 
Seafbns, the Diforders to which they 
are fubje<St here, and inquire into our 
Eafiem Method of improving thofe 
which are native with us : I took de- 
light in informing her, for her Coun- 
tenance was fairer than her Rofes, and 
her Converfation fweeter than the 
Breath of Arabia. Her Hufband's 
Care to entertain me was not lefs ; be- 
fore the Sun his Dogs were dafhing the 
Dews in purfuit of the Stag : When 

our 
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our Toil was ended, his Library and 
the Women's Apartment were ready 
to receive me : It was now the firft 
Time that I felt an Indifference to the 
former; all the Books of Zoroafter 
wouldnothavetempted me: methought 
there was more Knowledge in this fair 
-Ez/^/j/Z? Woman than ever inhabited our 
Magi. When their Hours of Dreffing 
required my Abfence, my Feet would 
lead me to a Hall enriched with Pic- 
tures, where I fpent the Hours in tracing 
her amongthe various Features of aFa- 
mily: I found every Day new Delight 
in her Company, and Increafe of Un- 
eafinefs m her Abfence. On the Morn- 
ing of their May^ as we returned from 
vifiting her Flowers, fhe reached her 
Hand toraetoaffift her in afcending 
the Stairs ; I took it, Aza^ and could 
not part with it, till T printed my Lips, 
my Heart, upon it j (he blufli'd, and 
feemed furprized, but only laidi Tour 

Eailern 
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*Eaftern Politeneji would be called Ex^ 
travagance with us : She refumed Tier 
Chearfulnefs, and my Adaiiration 
grew more and more : Before 'Dinner 
1 reforted to the Apartment, Where Ihe 
fat like a Queen among *her Compa- 
nions, and propofedto read to her the 
Story of Antiochus ^vho ioved the fair 
Stratonicaj his •-Father's Wife : There 
IS, ihe faid, an Eajlern Story, Brahim^ 
which I much admire, and you who 
have exhaufted the Learning df the 
Eaji and Wejly can inform us whether 
the Hiftorian founded it on Truth. 
This, jiza^ was the Tale of ^igranes 
and his young Wife, Captives of the 
■great Cyrus : At that Part, where 7V- 
gmnes afks his Wife, What pe thought 
of Cyrus ; and (he anfwers, ^hat Jhe 
bad not feen him^ for her Eyes were 
fxed on the Man who offered his Life to 
redeem her from Captivity ; et that Part 
I obfcrved uncommon Delight in her 

Coun- 
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Countenance : Her Pleafure iacreafcd 
my Pain, and I retired to -avoid be- 
traying it publickly: Bftt I could not 
long be abfent: Difficulty inflamed 
my Defire; I was diftradtcd with 
ILrOve oif her, While her Hufcand was 
every Day conferring new Favours 
on me ; I wiflied hi to lefs kind to me, 
and cruel to her ; his Virtues feertied 
a Curfe to me, becaufe they juftified 
her Love of him : At length, I wrote 
her this Lejter. 

" A Ferfian^ whom Love never 
"conquered before. Son of the great 
^' Mabommed Kloarij is now thy Slave : 
<* If thou wilt accompany m'eto P<?r- 
"/^, the Grandeur of the ^aji (hall 
^* be thine : Thy Eunuchs ifhall be 
** more in Number than the Svphi^^ 5 
** thy Chariots fhall be drawn by the 
« fleeteft Couriers of Arabia^ and 
^* thou fhalt fit in them like the Moon, 

•* in 
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" in the Fullnefs of her Splendour 5 
" I will hang thee round with Dia- 
" monds ; thy Gardens (hall vie with 
" the Gardens of Isfahan^ and thy 
" Paftures lie extended as your Coun- 
" ties; from Elleabad to the great 
" Mountain of Demoariy even all that 
" is Ibrahim s^ fliall be thine, . if fo, 
" thou wilt give him thy Love : 
" Thou fhalt be his only Wife, and 
" he will wed thee, for ever, and no 
" Concubine (hall approach thy Ha- 



" ramr 



I flood where I could obfcrve her 
when fhe received the Letter; her 
Cheeks were dyed with Crimfon, and 
her Eyes loft their Mildnefs ; (he grew 
pale, walked frequently to and fro, 
fometimes flopped as if fhe was quef^ 
tioning herfelf : After much Agitati- 
on, fhe fat do.wn compofed to her 
Paper, and I retired : In the Morn- 
ing, 
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ing, among other Letters, this \yas 
conveyed to me* 

7^ IBRAHIM. 

Afcjy 5, 10 cj^'the Night. 

" A Paflion, ftrong as that which 
" -^^ dilated Ibrahim s^ now. die- 
** tates this Letter : If .it be a Crime 
** in one of your Wives, who hath 
** a Share only of your Love, to give 
** her own to another, how much 
** greater Crime is it in one of our 
** Nation, who, with her Hufband's 
** Pofleflions, enjoyeth ail his Love ? 
** Would this Beauty, which yoa have 
*' ibmetimes commended, be {o great, 
** if it was proftituted by thofe De- 
** fires which you would excite ? I 
'^ am not infenfible of the Gifts I have 
" received from Nature ; ought I to 
*' be -ungrateful to the Giver, and 
** abufe them ? Even the trifling Pre- 
F "fents 
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" fents of Friends are preferved with 
" more hallowed Care : I fay not, 
" that Love like yours is unnatural \ 
" but, among us,- it is unlawful to 
** indulge it, and would be unnatural 
" in her who hath the beft Inftrudor, 
." a faithful Hufband, to teach con- 
" jugal Fidelity. If, while I meaned 
"' Hofpitality and Friendship, I have 
" given Appearances of more, I will 
** reftrain that More^ not leffen ^beniy 
" if Ibrahim will no longer indulge 
*^ a Paffion, which muft be painful 
" to himfelf, as it is injurious to his 
" Friend, the beloved Hufband of, 

'' Jnner ^ 

Oh, Aza^ what did I feel ? All 
that Love could hope, came flatter- 
ing me in the firft Linej at the Se- 
cond I curfed her Virtue, though I 
revered it. I was afli^med to fee 

her 
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lier again; arid more alhamed to fee 
my Friend: Yet I coiild not endure 
her Abfence ^ ten Times I would have ' 
refolved to avoid her that Day ; but 
fa foild I was of feeing her, that I 
could refolvc on nothing elfe. She 
received me chearfully as before, and 
with an Eafe that lefTened my Con- 
fufiort, while it doubled my Defire; 
y^t fhc faw me not fo often, nor 
ftayed fo long : I affe<a:ed to admire 
her lefs, but when my Eyels were 
turned from her, my Heart was fuileft 
of her \ when I laboured to feem lels 
attentive to her, fhe would grow more 
free and unreftrained ^ this alio, and 
^very Thing, increafed my Paffion ; 
too full to fupprefs it. Sighs told her, 
before my Words, that I was more 
and more her Slave. Shortly, Azay 
left her Hufband fliould dircover my 
Aiiection, fhe pretended Sicknefs, and 
changed her Country for her City- 
F 2 HouftJ, 
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Houfe, that her Hufband's Uneafi- 
nefs for her, might draw him to the 
Town, and feparate us while yet we 
were Friends : Accordingly, my Def- 
pair, and his Anxiety for her, com- 
pelled me to urge his Departure from 
the Country, the Day following. As 
we travelled together, I had once de- 
termined to ftab him, and force her 

away ; — ^ but fhe loved him \ and 

he had taken me to his Bofom ! At 
my Houfe we parted. She has per- 
fuaded him to vifit fome of their heal- 
ing Springs \ and fince I have never 
feen her : Life is a Pain to me, uiza ; 
and I am haftening to lay it down 
in thy Prefence, 

Soon after this Letter, he vifited 
me here, but fo changed from the 
florid, chearful, happy Ferfian^ that 
his Voice only could pe.rfwade me it 
was he 5 his Spring was gone, fallen 

into 
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mto the yellow Autumn 5 his Con- 
verfation was no more of Books, of 
Courts, and of Men ; his Joy and 
Pain were to talk of her; he bore 
about him a Pidture of her, which 
he faid was of inferior Beauty; but 
if Ihe be of equ^l Fairnefs, fhe is 
more lovely than all the Daughters 
of Gbilan.' I advifed him to return 
to Perfiay and in the Bufinefs of his 
Government, and the Pleafures of 
his Palace, lofe the Memory of her ; 
offering, at the fame Time, to ac- 
com{)any him : But hearing (he was 
at a Town called Bathy he reiblved* 
to fee her once more, and then pro- 
mifed to return. He had not left me 
four Hours, when the Sky grew 
troubled as his Mind, and a fatal 
Tempeft extinguifhed the brighteft 
Luftre that hath fliined in Perfa. 
Never did hard Fortune bear fo heavily 
en jiza ; the Works which Ibrahim 
F 3 ^a$h 
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hath -left in my Hands, will convince 
thee, how unfortunate it hath been to 
others, that he was born to meet that 
fair, and obftinate Britain : But each 
Man hath his Fate and his Governor^ 
whom he may not refift. 




LET- 



i 
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LET T E R XVm, 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

I TOLD thee,' Ahdallah, that the 
Trade cf this Ifland is limited by 
Great Britain^ therefore its Merchants 
are not like to thfe f^rihces of London : 
Yet the Iflatid is not without a Trade 
arifing- from itfelf. Thou mufl not 
expedt from me a minute Account 
of this Particular; take it generalfy 
as it occurs to a Traveller. Com- 
merce principally arifes from Native 
Growths, from Manufadures, navi- 
gable Rivers, Ports, and Shipping; 
perhaps no Ifland abounds with more 
extenfivf Bays, and commodious 
F 4 * Havens^ 
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Havens, than this ; yet all its Ship- 
ping, are not in Number, «qual to 
thofe of one Port in England: The^ 
want of Timber may be one Caufe 
of this Defe<a : I am told^ the Ifland 
was originally covered with Oaks, 
which in barbarous Times gave Shel- 
ter to Rebels, and made the Subjec- 
tion of this Ifland to the Kings of 
England precarious; therefore the 
Engltjh Adventurers here, bound their 
Tenants by Covenants to cut down 
the Woods, and a Diflike of too 
much caufed the Deftrudion of all 
their Timber. 

Navigable Rivers are not only 
ufefut to inland, but to foreign Traf- 
fic ; the Rivers of this Kingdom 
are many and large, and capable of 
being made navigable, but they have 
not been enough attended to, and in 
the prefent Regard had to them,. 

Spleen, 
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Spleen, and Party, and Selfiflinefs, too 
much interfere, and bow the public 
to private Interefts. 

The native Produdts of this King- 
dom, are Corn, Cattle, Wool, Flax, 
Fifh, Lead, and Copper. Corn is 
a Commodity not enough cultivated, 
^ven to fupport the Natives, a Neg- 
led: which no Policy can juftify, and 
which, by any Scarcity of Grain in 
other Parts of "Europe^ is made very 
grievous : The richeft Parts of the 
Ifland are laid out in extenfive Pas- 
tures, which wanting the Labour of 
huiiian Hands, produce but a fmalt 
Part of the Value, whichvby Tillage 
they would give: The old Natives 
who have been long bowed by Ser- 
vitude, are confequently fluggifli, 
and inclined to the lazy Employment 
of tending Herds and Flocks : The 
Jilahd alfo is thinly inhabited, and 
' . . : . F5 .tho' 
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tho' it be by Nature rich in Soil, and 
capable of fupporting more than three 
Times the Number of its prefent 
Pofleflbrs; yet many of its great 
Towns are not more peopled by both 
Sexes, ' than the Seraglios of our glo- 
rious Sultans have been by Women. 

-. Cattle is a Product which has 

ever been of great Confequence to 
this Ifland: About an hundred and 
twenty Years ago, the Traffic in this 
Commodity was fo great^ that the 
Skins and Fat alone of their Herds^^. 
hiEffedtji balanced their whole Trade, 
and were of more Worth than all 
their other native Commodities ; the 
King's Cuftom or Tax upon their Ex- 
portation, being more than ten thou:- 
fand Pounds a Year: When this 
Ifland, which about the farifie Period 
was for fome Time unfetfled, and 
rent by Rebellion and Mafiacre, be- 
came ^gain compofed j this People re- 
newed 
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Aewed the bi-eeding of Cattle, which 
they fent young to England^ and took 
in Exchange their Ctoathing andf .. 
other Neceflkrres : But England mgcd 
by fome local Outcry, prohibited the 
Importation of living Cattle, and Ire-^ 
land was obliged to Manufacture its 
own Wool for Cloatfirng; this Ne- 
ceffity brought Manufadturers among 
them, and they were foon able not 
only to fupply themfelves^ but the 
foreign Markets of Sfain and the 
Netherlands ; which England no foonct 
perceived, than &e reftrained then? 
Exportation of thefe Manufaftures 
to foreign Parts. Thefe People, be- 
ing thus prohibited from fending 
their living Cattle to England^ and 
tKeir manufactured Wool to other 
Markets, were compelled to improve 
and fatten their Cattle for Slaughter, 
and to traffic with their Heef, their 
Biitter, Skins and Tallow, France 
F6 jit 
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at this Time, was improving her 
Woollen ManufaSure, and in this 
nothing could ferve hec more than 
y the Reftraint laid upcm Ireland y Irip 
/ Wool was neceffary to France ^ and 
as every fourteen Pounds thereof im- 
ported into England, paid a Tax of 
Nineteen Pence Farthing 5 France. 
bought it fo cheaply, as foon enabled 
her to rival England: This induced 
a Neceffity of making Laws, to pre- 
vei^t the Exportation, of. Wool to 
foreign Parts 5 and England hzth late- 
ly opened all its Ports for the Recep- 
tion of Injh Wool when k is fpun, 
j|;, as a Recompence for its other grievous 
Reftraints: ,The mention of C;stttle 
introduced this Account of the Wool, 
of which I fhall only add, that it is 
capable of being and would be better 
manufadured for the domeftic Con- 
fumption, if the People were per- 
mitted to fend it abroad, fully manu- 

iaduredj 
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fadlured, and even without fuch Per- 
miffion, if the Nobility were as great 
Encouragers . of their own as of fo- 
reign Commodities : Much depends 
on their Chief Governor, whofe Ex-^ 
ample they are very prone to follow : 
Their Breed of Cattle is now io ini- 
proved, that their Beef vies with ths^t 
of England in Goodnefs, and never 
wants a Market in France, in Portu-- 
^a!y and iht Mediterranean : Ais their 
Beef, fo their Hides, Tallow and' 
Butter are improved; for all thefe are 
fubjed to the fame general' Defers, 
and improveable by the fame Means; 
and thefe make a confiderable Part 
of this Kingdom's Exports, arid *of 
its Ballance againft unneedful Impor- 
tations of Wine, and other foreign 
Luxuries. 

There are Mines of Lead and 
Copper in this Kingdom, but they 

are 
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are not worked to the greateft Ad- 
vantage : There are alfo Mines of 
Coal or Fuel, but the WanJ of navi- 
gable Rivers leflens their Valufe, and 
tho^ great Sums have been expended 
in them by the Public, yet, from 
Want of fkilful and wealthy Con- 
dudors, they are not fo managed, 
as even to keep down the Price of 
Englifi Coals. ^ 

Flax is a Commodity whofe Ma- 
nufaiSture is brought to great Per- 
fection, and no Country is fitter for 
fuch Employment ; the Soil and Cli- 
mate, from the frequency of Rrooks 
and Winds, being very proper for 
whitemng Linnen: Much of the 
Flax is raifed here, though the Seed 
is generally Imported from Rnffia:^ 
which by this People is called the 
'Eajl Country : Flax was firft fpun here 
^^bove an> hundred- and twenty Years 

ago, 
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ago, yet it is not more than fixty 
Years fince the Manufadture of it was 
properly encouraged, and brought to 
any remarkable Perfedtion : England 
is the Market of this Commodity, 
and would buy all the Linnen which 
this Ifland could make, for it takes 
annually from Germany and other 
Countries, more than twenty Times 
the Qinntify that is made here: But 
thi^' Manufadurc has diiFufed itfelf 
onijrthro' the Northern Parts^of Ire^ 
land'y the iS'e?^'/i6^r;^ are engaged in -the 
Traffic of Beef, Butter, Hides, Tal- 
low, Woollen Y^rn, and a Manu- 
fadure of that Yarn which is called 
Camblet, and fent by Stealth to For-' 
tugaly and other warm Countries. 

There is a Mine of Treafure, 
uib/Iallahy fiarrounding this Ifland, 
which* is nof \firoperly regarded 3 I 
mean the Sea, which is ftored with 

the 
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the moft delicious and healthful Fifh ; 
yet there is neither a Company for 
promoting the Fifhery, nor a large 
Fifliing Veflel belonging to the Ifland : 
If a Company of the richeft Families 
of the Kingdom, wis eftablifhed with 
certain Privileges from the Crown, 
and Grants of Money from the Pub- 
lic, I believe a Traffic might be in- 
troduced which would much enrich 
this Ifland, and benefit Englandy by 
breeding Sailors for its Navy. 




LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

AZA to A'BDALLAH, 

[From *****] 

/^MAR is with me, his Know- 
ledge outftrips his Years, and KijS 
Love, of Thee keeps Pace with it. 
We have viewed this Ifland, and it 
is worth contending for: We tra- 
velled all this Day thro* a fair Coun- 
try, along the Side of a Lajce bor- 
dered with Shrubs of choiceft Smell 
and Beauty; the mountainy Sides 
which hung over the Lake, and were 
inacceflible to the Feet, were cloath- 
ed with Trees of everlafting Green, 
whoie Branches were loaded with 
Clufters of red tranfparent Berries'; 
the Trees are called Arbutesi our 

Journey 
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Journey was thixi* Scenes of wild 
and varied Beauty : Whilft we were 
amufirxg ourfelves with the Variety 
of PrQj|)efts, and the Mufic of the 
Woods, we were fuddenly alarmed 
by the Yells of Women howling, and 
beating their Breafts, and throwing 
themfelves proftrate oh the Ground ; 
the Eccho of their Lamentations from 
the Water and the Hills was difmal : 
That, faid my Friend, is the Fune- 
ral of a Chriftian of a different Sa^ 
or Opinion, from that which is efta- 
blifhcd by our Laws, and thofe Cries 
are fo peculiar to this People, as to 
be diftinguifbed by the Name of this 

Country,—* Of a fudden, tfaeir 

Groans ceafed, and they rofe. from 
the Ground, and departed with much 
Appearance of Mirth: What, faid 
Omary means this Change ? Is the 
Dead revived> or hare they fo foon 
forgot their Kinfman or Friend? 

Thofe, 



Thofe, ^fwered our Conductor, are 
adther Kinfmen nor Fnaads of the 
Deceafecl ; what you law is a Cere«- 
mony performed without any real 
Sorrow, and as well over the Undc- 
ferving, as the Deferving; Cuftom 
has eftablifhed this feigned Reprefen- 
tation of W<Je, and Cuftom is with 
us more powerful than Laws : The 
Number of thefe Adors is propor- 
tioned to the Fortune of the Deceas- 
ed, and the Generofity of thofe tfi 
whom it defcends, and as the Grief 
comes not from the Heart, it is ex- 
prefied as eafily for the worft as for 
the beft Men : When this CcrennKDny 
is performed, it is ulual to buy a Cha- 
radter of the dead Perfon, which, for 
a fmall Sum of Money, is difpeufed 
over the Kingdom in the public Pa- 
pers : Many of thofe fhipendous 
Monuments at fpyimin/ier^ which 

you 
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you fo much admire, are erected te 
the Memory of Men, to whom 
greater Juftice had been done, if their 
Names had been buried with their 
Bodies: But every Thing in thefe 
JKingdoms is to be bought. If, faid 
Omar^ every Thing is to be bought, 
why do you not buy honeft Senators, 
for I hear you often complaining 
that you want fuch Men ? Sir, re- 
plied my Friend, they are the firft 
Things bought, but their Prices are- 
high, and the Minifters engrofs them 

entirely: A happy Government, 

faid Omar^ where the moft honeft 
Men are th^ firft who are hired by 

the Minifters: We do not. 

Sir, find it fo happy ; they ferve the 
Minifter, but he does not always 
ferve us ; nor can we depend on thofe, 
who have once fet a Price upon that 
which ought to be ineftimable : The 

Honefty 
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Honefly of a Senator, is like the 
Honour of a Virgin, when it is once 
fold, it is lofl both to the Seller and 
the Buyer* 




LET. 
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LETTER XX. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

THESE People call us Eafterns 
voluptuous, Abdalldh ; yet there 
is no Senfe ungratified by them ; they 
are partial' to the Tafte, and if they 
fometimes rob the reft of Enjoyment, 
it is to gratify that. When I dined firft 
in England^ the Table was covered 
with as many Difhes as it had Guefts^ 
one of which would have fed the 
whole Company ; when I had fatisfied 
my Appetite, the Difhes were remov- 
ed, but they were no fooner taken a- 
way than the Servants brought in a 
greater Number than the former : I 

rofe 
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rofe immediately, apprehending this 
new Dinner was for new Company, 
but 1 was defired to fit down and eat 
again, tho' I had dined moft plentiful- 
ly. If any Appetite had remained, 
the Appearance ©f the fecond Dinner 
would have deftroyed it : I could not 
difcovcrwhat any Thing was> for no- 
thing appeared in its proper Shape : 
Eggs came up in the Form of Cylin- 
ders,, and Birds were metamorphofed 
into Beafts \ it feemed as if tlie Bufi- 
nefs of the Cook was to change .every 
Thing that was good in itfclf, in- 
to an indifferent Likenefs of fome 
other Thing : The beft Mutton be- 
came bad Venifon^ and rich Veal was 
changed into poor Turtle : \ thought 
that the Cook who wa& io dextrous, m 
converting Things, might be as fkilful 
in mixing imperceptible Poifons, and 
knowing at the fame Time that he was 

from a Country whick bears no good 

WiJU 
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Will to England^ I eat what pleafed 
myfeff, and left it to them to pleafe 
theirCooks. This People follow the Ex- 
ample oixhtEngliJI;}^ yet they eat much 
lefs, for they labour lefs, and drink 
much more Wine : They go to fuch 
Excefies in their intoxicating Liquors^ 
that my Friend fays, it would be no 
difficult Tafk to take any City of this 
Kingdom by Surprize, two Hours 
after theTime of dining, as half of the 
People are at that Time ufually mad : 
Their Excefs is owing to the Cheap- 
nefs of the Liquor, which is importe4 
at a fmall Coft, as they fay, although, 
in Reality, it is at the Expence ot their 
Health ; They Exchange their own 
Commodities, which are neceflary to 
the Support of Life, for thofe which 
fhorten it. The Confequences of this 
Intemperance are various in different 
Men: in feme it excites Riot and 
Cruelty, in others libidinous Defires ; 

what- 
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whatever Paffion it hath awakened will 
probably be gratified, and witi(|lefs 
Moderation, thou niayeft believe, than 
amongft us whofe Reafon is influenced 
by the Pafllon alone. The Rich have 
their Wines, \ the Poor have a cheaper 
•Draught, and fo ftrong, that a little 
produceth the EfFeft of a large Quan- 
tity of Wine : And as the Poor Man's 
Liqupf alfo performeth its EfFed: in a 
ihprt Time, confequently, in a few 
Minutes after his Day's Labour is part, 
he is as fantaftically happy as the firft 
Lord of the Ifland. 

Perhaps there is fome better Caufe 
. in Nature for the Intemperance of this 
People than Wantonnefs : This Ifland 
lieth expofed to the great Wefiern Sea, 
it aboundeth alfo with many Lakes and 
Moraflcs, by which Means its Air is 
moifl:, and much opprefl[eth and dimi- 
niflieth the Spirits ; therefore to avoid 
G Sadnefej 
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Sadn«i$, they have recourfe to Liqours, 
whiflh give more ^)eedy Aidd)^ Rea« 
foning or Philofophy Would do> and, 
by recruiting die Spirited difpel thofe 
gloomy Sentiments, winch in Britain 
oftcn;:^nd in Suicide. Even this will 
not juftify all the Confequences of theur 
Excefsi and Temperance, accdmpanied 
by Eicercife, which produced! long 
Life here as in other Countries, would 
probably produce a more equal and 
lading Chearfulnefs. 
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LET T E R XXL 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

p^rom Dublin.] 

THOU enquireft of the Games 
and Diverfions of this People : 
The Peafants, whofe Poverty will not 
permit them to copy the Rich, have 
Exercifes healthful, manly and lawful, 
requiring Activity of Foot, and Dexte- 
rity of Hand : Among their Superiors, 
a Spirit of Oppofition is fo great, that no 
Games pleafe them more than fuch as 
the Law difcourages: Playing with 
Cards, which I mentioned to thee 
before, with Dice, or in any other 
flMannw: jwhich is reftrained by Law, 
is gfown from a Diverfion to be the 
G.2 Bufinefs 
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Bufinefs of one half of this City, in 
.public and private Places ; and it is not 
ftrange that the People (hould incline 
to thefe Games, fince the very Laws 
made to reftrain them, refervea 
Power to the Governor, and all who 
reibrt to his Palace, to play at their 
Pleafure, -proceeding even to eftablifh 
the Palace, and all other royal Houfes, 
to be the only .Cahiing>-Houfes : The 
People very itiaturaily^helieve that threre 
is .uncommon Pleafurein tferhgs which ^ 
are permitted to their Governors only ; 
thecefbre, ifthefe Laws aredefigned 
to reftrain Gaming, they are very ex- 
traodinary 5 for to make the fame A£t 
ofFenfive in one Houfe, and inno- 
cent in the next, feems abfurd. 
If Kings would have their ^Peo- 
pie do right, they fhoUld lead them 
by Example : For the' People ever 
did, and ever will foUovir thetti ; and 
this People had l«ely a Grovernor, 
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who, though he was no Enemy to thefe 
Games while a private Subje<ft> fup^ 
preflfed all Gaming Places within the 
Palace when he was fet up for public 

View and Example. ^- There is one 

Species of Ganung, which, though it 
be forbidden, is almoft annually prac* 
tifed, and all the Naticm indifferently 
invited to the Game : This is a Play 
of Chances, in which feven to one 
are certainly againft every Adventurer; 
yet as fome Prizes are gi*eat, and 
Hope never leaves' us,, this Game tak- 
ing hold of a general Paffion,. is gene- 
rally pradticed : In its Confequences-it 
is not only fatal to Trade, but, what 
is very deplorable, it bears heavieft on 
the Unfortunate, for they are moft 
given to indulge Hppe ; therefore 
every Bankinipt-Merchant, Card-ruin- 
ed Nobleman, poor Clergyman's 
Widow, and half-pay Lieutenant, in- 
.ftead of employing their little for a 
G 3 fmall 
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fmall but certain Gain^ throw it into 
this Wheel of FcMtiine, where, of fifty 
thoufandPerfons, not more than twenr 
ty can be great Gainers, and forty three 
thoufand five hundred perhaps muft be 
Lofers : While a Chance remains, they 
are too much heated with Expedtation 
to regaid any other thing; and after 
two CMT three Month's Indulgence on a 
vifionary Fortune, thou mayeft hear 
them publickiy curfing their Folly, and 
the Game as an Impofition : Yet they 
will adventure in it again : Idlenefs is 
not its only Confequence \ Bke other 
Games for .1^I|^oney it introdtites litde 
Arts and Tricks of impofing j a Man 
whofe Ticket coft him only twenty 
Shillings, will fpr one Shilling fell 
it for one Day, and many are ready 
to buy, though perhaps there arc 
many thoufand Chances that it 
may not be drawn that Day, ^nd at 

the leaft fix or feven Chances that, if 

It 
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it be dra\yn, it will not be a Prize: 
This one Game engages Men in twen- 
ty; and alnaoft evejry Year^ fifty 
dioufiind Perfons are employed for 
a Month or fix Weeks in hoi>ing, 
dreaming, ;;pr cheating. Perhaps all 
the Money'is fpent in the Nation, but 
then the Nation had the Money ^e- ' 
fore, and by the Idlenefs hereby occa-; 
fioned, much -is certainly loft : This . 
Game has alfo a worfe EfFeft here than 
in England^ where Induftry is much 
greater, an^ the Peaple are therefore 
better able to wafte a twelfth Part 
of their Time in Gaming. Of all 
the Arts employed to ; 'corrupt the 
Minds of Men, thatcjf GamiBg is 
one of the moft pernigicf^s; it diverts 
Men from a Reliance <>n Heaven and 
their Labour, to a Dependance c^ 
Chance : It eafily takes hold of young 
and fanguine Minds, and retains them 
fo ftrongly, that even Age and 
G 4 Ex- 
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Experience can feldom releafe them 
from its Hold. Covetous and prodi- 
gal Men run haftily to it, and it ftripG 
one of his remaining Honefly, the 
other of his Fortune.——— 




LET^ 
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LETTER xxir. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[Prom Dublin.}; 

I Am not fo accurate a Judge of the 
Language of thefe Iflands as to in- 
form thee of the State of Eloquence ; 
therefore I tocJc Oceafion, while we- 
were amufing ourfelves in a; pieafant' 
Garden, to aflcthe Opinion of a Many 
at whofe Houfe I have lived and ehV 
joyed much Eiafe and Friendfliip. Elo- 
quence, he faidj Aza^ is too general- 
ly applied to every Species of refined^ 
Speakings, whether di<aated by Virtuer 
or Vice, by Truth or Falfliood : P 
have often wifhed that Name wa^' 
given only to fuch Strength and Re-^ 
finement of Speaking, as is accom;-t' 
G ^ paniedi 
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panied by a Love;<5f our Native Coun- 
try* Butiti$4fficult to difcovcr Re- 
ality ; Men of great Ability are power- 
ful in variufliing 'meaner Paflions with 
the Qlofs of public Virtue ; diere- 
foreplaufibleand ingenious Argument^,, 
adorned by elegant Words, have obtain- 
ed the Name of Eloquence s and he 
is reckoned not lefs an Orator who can 
retard and perplex an honeft Propoi^^ 
than he who is the warmeft Advocate 
for promoting it. We have little of 
the Eloquence of thefe Iflands later 
than two hundred Years ago which 
would be relifhed now, for our Lan- 
guage has been d^ly changing : Arts: 
and Sciences lay obfcured till the Period 
I have mentioned, when Liberty re- . 
vived with Property, and Indepen-. 
dence of Fortune awakened Freedom 
of Speech : Arts then began to be 
cherifhed, but they were ftill confined 
principally to the Shade, to Academies^ 

and 
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I^aic Alt was ftudied, Reafbning ad- 
hered to the Modes of GreecCy to cer* 
tain Figures and Rules, and forenfic 
or parliamentary Eloquence fhaped it- 
iclf after this formal fcholaftic Dilpu- 
tation : It was therefore dry and hard^ 
ftridt and awkard^ as if it trod in Fet- 
ters; it was in Matter ftrong, butia 
\ Forni inelegant i in Order too orderly 5 
and ihflead of aiSuming luminous 
Words to lighten, die whole Orationv 
it only ventured on particular Occa* 
fions to borrow a (hining Similitude or 
lUuflration : The judicial Eloquence of ■ 
Vertdamy the greateft Genius of Eng-- 
Undy was richer in Matter and Words 
than that of moft others in his Time ( 
yet it abounded with quaint Oppofi- 
tions, frequent Quotations from the 
Antients, and fometimes a Smaitnefe 
inftead of Solemnity ; his Sentiments 
were crcraded, and therefore not al^ 

ways 
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ways very clear J his parlkmentary 
Eloquence contracted a StifFnefs xfrom 
his Judicial. 

The Pendantry of ¥iiag James "wds 
flattered by his Courts and Qdbble 
and Pun, the loweft Wit, the moft 
fuperficial Refinements and Diftihc- 
tions of Words, fucceeded to Gopioufr 
nefs and Strengdi of Matter : Slavifh 
Dependence and Abjedlibn: of Mind 
induced as mean and flavifh Didion j 
as Virtue and Liberty declined, true 
Eloquence declined alfo» When Ty- 
ranny began to threaten -the* Ifland, 
and Oppreffion roufed Men, Elor 
quence began to rife wifh them : A-: 
bundance of great md iiiterefting Mat- 
ters called forth an Oratory that attend- 
ed to Things more than to Words, and 
violent Indignation gave a' Flow of 
Language to which tame Servility was 
unufcd: Every Lover of his Country la- 
boured 
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boured to paint its Diftreffes;; and Elo^ 
quence, in the Gharadier of jF^^<?. im- 
peaching corrupt Judges, alTumed a 
loofer Garb and a freer Walk ; it grew 
dilated, copious of Expreflion, niajeftic, 
animating the Mind and filling the Ear; 
it was at the fame time abundant in 
Matter, apt, and not unadorned : Yet 
it was fcarce feen and admired when 
the licentious Fury and untunefiil Jar- 
gon of Party banifhed it from public 
Aliemblies. 

The Contefts and Struggles for Li- 
berty were followed by a Calm of ftu- 
pid Acquiefcence to the moft fatal 
Meafures : Wit and Luxury fucceeded 
to Diftrefs and nervous Senfc ; and 
Eloquence, inflead of preferving its 
Strength^ grew pretty, neat,- and 
flowery, pleafing but not inflaming, 
and fweet without Poignancy : A De- ^ 
luge of Corruption flowed in^ and 

over- / 
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overfetting Virtue, trae Eloquence 
funk with it: Violent Attempts to 
overturn the Conftitution again roufed 
a Spirit of Virtue, and Eloquence 
ipringing up with it, was In a few 
Years in greater Glory than ever : It 
was ftfong, ornamented, and numer* 
ous 2 The Sentiments were bold, the 
Argumoits apt, the Compofition or- 
derly : In the Trial di a aavifh Prieft 
it appe^s with high Luflre^ in thi;^ 
State it continued fome Years, and a 
few Senators, who loft not their Virtue, 
preferved it chafte and pure while they 
lived : When Corruption became the 
chief Engine of Goverment, and fo* 
reign JVIanners were introduced to de- 
bauch and weaken the Minds of Men, 
Eloquence was made the Bawd of 
Vic«; its Strength and its Elegance 
were employed to cover Falftioods and 
the bafeft Pqrpofes : Men were bought 
to ipeak and to vote^ and Eloquence 

feU 
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fell in Eftimation in Proportion as it 
wanted Sincerity. Yet at' this Day 
there arc Men whofe Talents for 
Speaking will not be unadmired by 
Pofterity, tho' by the Iniquityand Prol^ 
titution of many, all Men are now 
lubje<9:ed to Sufpicions of their Sin- 
cerity, which I (hall not undertake to 
call either juft or unjuft. When I 
was laft in England, Curiofity led me 
to hear the judical, parliamentary, and 
ccclefiaftical Eloquence of that King- 
dom, in all which there are Men very 
eminent : Among the foremoft waa 
a Native of North Britain-, he ex- 
celled in Order and Ornament, yet his 
Ornaments were never ftudied, they 
flowed from his Matter, and with fuch 
Eafe, that though np Man could fpcak 
more elegantly, it feemcd that he could 
not fpeak lefs fo : He was quick in 
diftinguifhing, of Memory fo tenacious 
that he could r »nge the Teftimonies of 

thirty 
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thirty Perfons in different Ceils, and 
immediately call them forth with the 
fame Eafe as if he took them from Pa- 
per : As a judicial Speaker hefeemcd but 
little inferior in Subdlty and Elegance 
to the celebrated Greeks ; in Decency 
he was fuperior, in his Narrations 
plain ; in ranging his Arguments, con- 
cealing his Weaknefs and displaying 
his Strength, he had no Rival; he 
concluded always ftrongly, fometimes 
with his beft Argument ; with a fhort 
and weighty Enumeration when many 
Arguments had been lightly diiperfed 
through his Oration : He could mix 
Raillery, but feemed to avoid it, and 
haften to ferious Arguments, as if he 
blamed himfelf for ufing others : His 
Voice was clear and mufical, to fome, 
it was too acute ; I cannot forget the 
great Abilities, Candour, and Huma- 
nity, which were difplayed in his un- 
Ihidied Reply to the written Anfwct 

of 
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of a Lord accufed of Rebellion, who 
attempted no Vindication other than 
his own Afleverations, oppofed to a 
Load of Fads fully evidenced : Iwijhy 
iaid that humane Speaker, the inflexi-- 
ble Rule of Law, as itftillftands in Pro-- 
fecutions of this Kind^ could have allowid 
bim to make his full Defence by others : 
^be Appearance of a Hardjhip would 
have been removed \ but as this Cafe if 
circum/iancedy the removing that Ap^ 
pearance would have helped the Frofecu-- 
tion much more than the Prifoner. I 
fpeak it feelingly y 1 hcd rather reply to 
the ableji Advocate^ than do what my 
Duty now requires of me : It is painful 
to the laft Degree to obferve upon any 
Ubing which has dropped from himfelf 
Proceeding afterwards to anfwer <he 
Vindication, his Words were ; I'he 
noble Lord faySy the Witneffes who couM 

clear him^ are not here; He 

has not had *Time enough to bring 

them 
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ihem^'-^JIt compkuns of tbdr bamng 
ieen ^r^^dw W*--— -^ he has mt Wk^ 

neffes enough^ ie will not call at^. 
^hefe are Pretexts 5 but he let fall the 
true Reafon <wfy he has' no Wkne£h — 
^here^ is no making Brickwitboift StraWy 
— T5&^€* is no eaUing Witnejfes wi^th^ 

out FaSh ; TW^ is no making a 

Defence without Innocence 5 U^ere 

is no anfwering Evidence which is true. 

In parfiamcntary Debate, I am told, 
he was at firft too formal j when I 
heared htm, he was eafy, fluent, co** 
pious cf Matter and Words, accurate 
ofExpreffion, rounded in his P^ods, 
ckaF and wkhaut Afie<Sa£ion : la Ac- 
tion DQt {q corrc^ 

C— ^-p ^- — f, a young Man, was at 
the fame Time in parliamentary De*- 
hate nervous, copious, and vehement : 
In Order not mofl: exad:, but in Send- 

" ment 
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ment ftrong, in Expreffion animated j 
his Figures were glaring, and his II- 
luftrations grand ; a Tide of Matter, 
and Words bore his Hearers with 
him, even when he digrefled; and 
tho' there was fomething in his Elo» 
quence which calm Judgment might 
prune, there was nothing which a 
warmed Audience would not admire : 
When the Law was propofed for pre- 
venting clandeiHne Marriages, which 
feemed to rcftrain the Freedom of 
Marriage; with what Dignity and 
Cleamefs did he open its Nature and 
Confcquences, . its Tendency to throw 
the Wealth of the Natjkm into the Ef- 
tate of Lords, and break the Equally 
which Hinry VIL had fo wifely effeft- 
ed ; fefembling it at one Time to the 
Gentilitium muntcipale whidh made 
Eflates unalienable, at another Tim« 
comparing theie Channels, that are tQ 
carry Wealth to the Nobles, to the 

Rivers 
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Rivers that roll their Waters into the 
Cafptariy and are never feen to flowfrom 

it. There is a Man of whom Fame 

fpeaks loudly, and on whom the Na- 
tion now depends as the ableft Statef- 
man and the greateft Orator it has yet 
produced: I have not heard him, there- 
fore th#u muft judge of him as I do, 
uiza^ from the Mouth of Fame : Great 
his Talents certainly are, and if they 
are direfted by equal Honefty, no Man 
can have a greater Field for Eloquence 
than England nov^ is, no Man can have 
a more difficult nor a more honour- 
able Employment than to refcueit 
from its prefent Diftrefles and Dif- 
grace : I hope his own and his 
Country's Honour will grow to- 
gether, that England may love as it 
admires him : Tho' I have fpoke only 
of deliberative Orators^ there are many 
others who defcrve to be remembered. 

There 
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There is an * Ecciefiaftic, who was 
Preacher to an Academy of Law, 
whom I have heard with Delight : he 
was grave, dignified, and elegant : his 
Subjedts, whether of Things human 
or divine, he treated with becoming 
Majefly : Thou haft feen him, -/&^; 
he is a great and a good Man, and true 
Eloquence comes from fuch orify; look 
thro* all Experience, Virtue pruduces 
Eloquence, and Adverfity calls forth 
Virtue. 

This Kingdom wasflothful and cor- 
rupt, till Oppreffion roufed it : Men 
began then to confider their Situation, 
and Relations to Society ; a virtuous 
Scene of Condudt was opened to them 5 
they fpoke^ and they a<5led with Vi- 
gour : Eloquence before had been 
confined to the Bar ; and there appear- 
ed often in a barbarous Drefs, enter- 

tain- 
• Suppofed tobe Do^^r Shgrkck. 
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taifllng more by its Oddky dian its 
Elegance \ it appears now in Parita- 
ment, and aot without Dignity: The 
Corruption of feme roufes Indignatem 
and Amotion in others \ and if Occa- 
fions and Subjedts were great here as 
in England J Eloquence would foon be 
eqnal^ as it feems in one Man even 
now to'*bo# 




LET- 
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LETTER XXIH. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

I Was Ycfterday in Company with a 
Bifliop, a Country Gentleman, and 
a Lawyer, who were all arguing a- 
bout the Means of reforming the pre- 
fent State of Britain and Ireland. The 
JBifhop maintained that all Reformation 
ihould begin at Religion 3 and thereby 
allowed more than Bifliops or Priefts 
of any Denomination are in the general 
willing to do : Compefe, he faid, the 
Differences between the EjlahliJl^edzvA 
J)ijfenting Churches, take away all 
Caufe of religious Quairel, and there 
will be mcH-e Con£iftency in political 
Meafures ; the Priefb of every Seffc 

preach 
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preach their Audience into a Diflikc 
of other Seds, into amoft unnauiral 
Averfion which predominates in Af- 
fairs with which this or that Fwm of 
'' Religion have- nothing to do : Make 
the two prevailing Se6ls here of one 
Mind, or allow to both equal Indul- 
gence. 

Tho* you are the only Bifhop, faid 
the Country Gentleman, whom I have 
heard fpeaking fo freely of this Diflen- 
tion, yet I cannot agree with you that 
it is the Caufe of our prefent Calanii- 
ties: The political Conftitutions of 
thefe Kingdoms are warped, and I fear 
from another Caufe than the Differen- 
ces of Religious Sedts; from a mini- 
fterial Defign of advancing the Prero- 
gative of the Crown above the Reach 
of the People: Pkrliaments fit too 
long, and the Kingdoms are oppreiTed 
by Place-men and I'ax-gatberers : You 

vrill 
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will not remove the Effcdts, while the 
Caufes fubfift : Every Placeman, tho' 
paid by the Nation,' yet being ap- 
pointed by the Crown, is a Tool of 
the Minifter; He will be removed 
unlefs he diipofes of his Vote always, 
and the Income of his Place every 
feven Years, agreeably to the Will of 
his Mafter : The more of thefe En- 
gines a Minifter has, the more he is 
ftrcngdiericd, the Nation oppreffed, 
and the Crown -made dangerous: 
The People are not fo virtuous as to 
refiife Bribes, nor fo vicicnis as not to 
vote without them : Deliver them 
from Temptation, give them free and 
fair Eledlion, and they will chufe an 
honeft Parliament : But while a Mi- 
nifter has fo many Placemen, his faft 
Slaves, bound under Penalties tq out- 
bribe all others ; what Preaching, or 
what mere Form of Religion, will 
keep the People chafte ? Divide and 
H Rule 



Utile fe% l}yriiit's M^dm, but hfcver 
^s 'Sijicme Ho wicked, te lihat of 
faifing iPower oft die Corruption of 
a IPeoples Moraiis : Wfth his Train 
bf Slaves the Mmifter gdes to ihc 
ttdufe of Comfnohs, garMes it as he 
thinks convehient, then, with his Ca- 
bal, fits down to tax thp Nation, and^ 
feed his Minions for another Parlia- 
ment : Philip of MaCe^riy Who ex*- 
'ceeded all the Corfiiptofs of his Age, 
<:orrUptbd none but his Ehcniies; 
"imorig his Strtgeds he inkihtaincd 

'Chaflity and Temperaiice. — '>_ ^Let 

%ie Number of Placcnien be leflened, 
^et more Places be given to Mfen dor- 
%gliicir;4ionai Bfehavioiir, arid let 
ihc grcatJ^ft Offices be ^granted by the 
■parKameht ; Men willbe chofenlihen 
"for their \^rtties: Let hew Parlia- 
'feerfts be often called ; tix all tlite 
^Subje&s alike, dnd mike Soldiers of 
^e wholeNation : While thefe Tfeiags 

are 
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ijfte.^ligffG»l, itheCohflafe is run- 
juegto Decay, by the Mf s^ns of Men 
.wAo^l ^firafejyea :J5r^ who run 
Srom: Fppeiy, and yetgrsfp at Arbi- 
Jxary Power. -.^-The Meafiires of 
<tbis ; JC|i^4pni ^Gcvdpoad with .^pfe 
4>f England^ and are^^naliy Qoncetted 

there; CoFFuptionisthe great Engine, 
.^and till the Means pf corrupting are 

taken out of -llie Hapds of Cover- 
.nors, tio Governpient can be good : 

When a Minifter here is no longer 
.fit for ixMUiaging Affairs, he is pen- 

fioned for transferring to his Succef*- 
rSfyVj all the Citiesand Boroughs which 

he h^s enflaved : Is there -an. Incamp- 
';ment of an Army which is not 
.made to^fcrve tlie Purpofes of Cor- 

jnaption, by drawing Money 'to Ibme 

. neighbouring Town ? There >is no 

. Order in :^e Adminiftration of our 

.Affiursj jtherc is jieither Virtue nor 

Stability in ^e Adraipiftrators ; what 
H2 Virtue 
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Virtue can be in thofe who would 
fpoil it in otHers ? There is no Stabi- 
lity, for good and wife Men only are 
liable and fconlifterit in the Public 
Service : The common Good is nar- 
rowed into the private Intereft of one 
, or a few, and thereby the Foundation 
of Government is changed:* It is 
Time to look about us, and not to 
wait for Extremities : It has been 
ever held wife to reform a Govern- 
ment, before the Magiftrate becomes 
abfolute, otherwife he may difpute 
the Reformation, and fuch Quarrels 
^are always upon unequal: Terms, in 
which the People may lofe all, and 
can gain nothing which was not their 
own before : What would the Peo- 
ple of* England have loft, if Charki 
the Fir ft had fucceeded ? What did 
they gain from him, that was not 
their Right before the Conteft ? They 
gained a fuller Afcertainment of their 

Rights, 
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Rights, not any new Righta : They 
made thofe Conftitutional which were 
iiot {q before : But did they gain 
then, or at the Revolution in one 
thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight, 
any Right which was not neceflary. 
to their Liberty, and therefore, theirs: 
by Nature ? Even good Conftitutioni 
do not always afcertain the People's 
Rights, but thofe Rights are ever im- 
plied: When the want of Afcertain-. 
ment endangers the People's Liberty, 
the Conftitution needs Amendment, 
and to iay thjit what is wrong muft 
continue fo, is abfurd : If it be wrong, 
there muft be a Power fomewhere to 
right it^ and to whom can that Power 
£> properly belong, as to that Body 
from whom all the Powers of the 
Government are derived ? The Peo- 
ple muft call for 'a Reformation. 

Sir, f^d the Lawyer, you are warm 

and hafty j it is true, the People muft 

H 3 call 
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call for a Relerh^Qn> for a Chaste 
of MeafiutSSi and not c^ Mcti onty-, 
but they zee not yet ripe for it : Their 
Blcflings are great, atad tho' dley Ipfir 
ibme, yet ftill many are left j diey 
have hem k>rtg corrupt, and muft have 
more Lo^ to roufe^ and more 
Adion to refin« ikOfn* 
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LETTER ^Xiy. 

USBEKL ^, A? A. 

[Fcom EILZB.RUM.] 

¥emrakk Aza» 

THOU haft vifited die King- 
doms of Eur^^ and tHy 
Knowledge ta drawn from Obienza*- 
tion of man5[ Nattpns: Thai\ had 
traced tJne^ Progre& of all B^gions: 
Wha» ^nk^ft thou of die Chrliiaans f 
Will they hear the Voice of our Pro- . 
phet ? Shall one Religion prevail^ or 
fhall the World continue a'Stage of 
contending Sedaries ? I foeak to thee, 
as to a I^an who hath rooted put 
the vulgar Prejudices that grow froni 
die .Soil where we happened to be 
H 4 born 
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born and educated : Infornt me, Aza^ 
haft thou difcovered in all thy Travel ' 
for Knowledge, ^hy the pureft Re- 
ligions have caiifed more Biood to be 
flied, than the Sacrifices of the moft 
Idolatrous : From the Formation of 
the Earth, to the Time of Mofes^ 
the Religions of Mankind, occaii^ned 
no Wars among them \ Poverty, In- 
juftice, or Ambition, led their Arnues 
to the Field'; in AJfyria^ Media ^ and . 
Perfia^ ampng the Greeks and the Ro^ 
mans, what Wars were caufed by 
Religion ? Ploughing up the Fields of 
a Temple raifed a Tumult in Greece^ 
but it wias for the Acres, more than 
for the God. The Succeflbrs of 
Mofes firft perfecuted from a Pretext 
of Religion : The Chriftians and Ma- 
hometans have for Ages been deftroy- 
ing each other : How many Millions 
have our Eqftern Emperors facrificed 
around the Tomb of the Crucified 

Jesus ? 
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Je«7S ? The Chriftian Princes have 
failed Thoufands of Miles to flaughter 
us, becaufe we inhabited the City 
where their Teacher was buried > but 
we prevailed againfl them, for our 
Prophet was mightier than theirs.* 
The ten Precepts of Mofes infpired 
not War, they were fimple and pure, 
and derived from God ; But they 
were carried with the Sword through 
Paleftine. The Religion of Jefus^ 
was more fimple and pure> it breathed 
Purity of Heart> and benevolence ta 
Mankind, yet his Difciples have for 
Ages been murdering each other ;, 
and, thou fayeft, that even now> all 
the Chriftians of Europe are going ta 
War againft each other> becaufe all 
interpret not alike the Words of their 
Prophet: They have carried their 
Conquefts to the remote World> call- 
ed Americay and> if their own HiA 
tories be true, they have unpeopled 
H 5 Empires, 
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Empires, ittore celebrated than any 
now in Europe ^ whofe Policy was to 
make the People temperate and happy 
by Induffcry, whofe Religion was tJie 
Worfhip 6f the great Animator of Ac 
World, and whofe Motd Law was, 
tfiat no Man fhoidd have one Rule 
for himfelf, and another for his 
Neighbonr : Strch fhe Chriftian Tra- 
vellers lay, were the Religion, Man- 
ners, and Policy of IPeru^ and re- 
mained fueh under Ac Tno4H ite Em-^ 
perors for the Space of ^i^t Inm- 
drcd Yekrs", What ^ fhe ^Karan c<f 
l!he fimpfte Vemrotans teach, -ftiat fee 
Chriftians fhould extirpate them wiA 
Sword and Fire, or even introduce 
among them their Intemperance and 
religious Diviflbns ? The Chriftians of 
America quaf rel no lefs than thdfc of 
Europe. Is tfieir Religion tiiie real 
Caufe ? Or is it the Appetite of Do- 
minion in Princes, covered byihcVcH 

of 
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dF Re%ion, td msk^ ^ Vulgar Eorr 
ij^ufii^s m thebr Coumge askl En*? 
mt^? M k be (b, the ignontnt are 
dKctv^, and the RnoMoog aice 
Cheatej bwt ihe i^iocant nuke tibe 
Multitude of £})iiaftians ; it 09^7 b? 
£ud, therefore, in general, that the 
Chriftians a<9: not from the real Reli- 
gion, of Jesus, but from an abufed 
mifinterpreted, diat is, from a bad 
Religion : Inform me then, in what 
better State is the World now, than 
it was t\yo thQuiaji4 Years ago> the 
Multitude of Romaw^ GreekSy and 
jffians adhered to bad Religions, but, 
becauie they differed, diey did not 
therefore murder one another; the 
Multitude of Chriftians adhere to bad 
Religions, and murder one another 
merely becaufe they differ : Obferve 
tl^ ^« in the Eajiy the Perfian curfeth 
Ebtihekiry Omar and Ofman^ whom 
the Muffulman revereth, and the Mul- 
H 6 titude 
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titudeof iStitPerJians^ and the Muflul*- 
men, therefore hate, and feek todefh'oy ' 
each other: Tdl me, Azay canft 
thou unfold this Myftery; or muft 
we wait for the great Day, when we 
ihall behold the Prophet in his Glory. 




LET^ 
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LET T E R XXV. 

AZA to USBEK. 

[From Dublin.] 

UsBEK, 

THOU faycft truly, the ReU- 
gions of Mo/eSj of JefuSj and 
Mahomet are pure : When thou afkeft 
why God permitteth the pureft Things 
to be moft abuifed, remember that 
thou aikeft of a Mortal: Can the 
Ken of Man pierce into Eternity, or 
the Line of his Underftanding fathom 
Infinity? He only, whom Grodhath 
pleafured with more than human 
View into Futurity, can inform thee 
whether the Chriftians will liften to 
our Prophet : I will tell thee what I 

fee. 
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fee, and let thy Reaibn conclude as tt 

Thb CSmftimadilTerflot^fo wide- 
ly from the Muiiulnien, as is gene- 
rally fupfxj^i- They^ rciifireacQt God 
iEis we do, teach the fame Piety to 
Parents, pi^d i#ye of /^e^toanodier : 
Such among them, as believe the Di- 
vinity of yejusy fpeak as wonderfiilly 
of Jjin> i$^4Af> o§ MabuMtet: Tfeey 
% th^ l» wif fti^C$d mbiv he kid 
«{tf jF9un4«fm» ff the Earthy ibat tis 
Csmivg mas Jireidd from fh$ Be^$§^ 
tdng (f fimty and that sn inn^cera wh- 
touched Virgin J cmmvid and krmghi 
him forth *y at his Birfh the Heawm 
weri joyfoly and 4be Mountains broke 
fortk inta Songs; T^oifands ^ Angek 
^koirtd rmnd bis Birth^Piacey and tbf 
Sirvms ^ tie Earth tottered (a his 
App^Armit^ Ikem foil the Grawm 
i^agesy <ud the Qraeksmfere Jilemt>, 

God 
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Gfod kd tit Magi-^f Pwfia to worfhip. 
btmy and made the Stars tbeirGuidesi 
and tbeir torches Ay Night $. with a 
Sc^tre of GfTJtkne/r be cime^ and Ins 
Skad tvas incirckdnvitb a Diadem of 
Goodnefs : Sorrow and Sighing Jkd Ar- 
fore him I the lame Man leaped^ the 
.^4ngue of the Dumh fitng^ the Lyon 
and the Lamh iay dotpn together^ and 
the Defert bhjfomed as the Rofe. 

Mors than ^Sm is hiA bj thofe 
'tAxb adcfut lus Ood-I^ead, but all 4io 
notf diat Afiamfm h^Sfit^ii^S^ 
A«roi^ Europe y 4vl»€ik prevailed ifi^ 
iSm: E^y bdbre our holy Prophet^n** 
fi^t^ncd k ; therefore 4liou mayefi: 
bc^eve that Europe is ppepad&g to «e-^ 
ceive his Dc4lrifie. 

Th€ C^riffiafis €»pe^ a L^ a&ot 
diis, and a Paradiie not unlike ^o^fs ; 
in vdiidi diey hqpe they williiawvno 

Wifhes 
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Wiflies ungratified: Many amon^ 
them argue for Predeftination^ and 
many againft it ; yet all admit that 
the Belief of it is wifely encouraged 
among Soldiers, and thereby confe& 
that it leiTcns the Fear of Death, 
than which there cannot be a worfe 
Enflaver of the human AfFe<aions,., 
nor a greater Stay to heroic A<aions. 

Human Nature is miich the fame 
in all avilized Countries, and points 
out the fame moral Obligations and 
Duties ; the feme Veneration of Grod 
and - Benevoloice to Men* Nations 
differ in Ceremonies^ which are ge- 
nerally political Things, as they do 
alfo concerning the Teachers of their 
Religions, the Chriftiaps^ believing 
more miraculous Things of Jefus than 
ve reported of God's laft^ and greateft 
Prophet: Yet when thefe Pepple 
have call off. thein Faith ia lib& Divi-. 
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nity of Jefus^ which they are encou- 
raged to do by fome of their learned. 
Priefts, who deny a multiplicity of 
Gods, they will differ from us fo lit- 
tle, that, perhaps, without Force or 
Violence they may be brought to re- 
ceive the Law, which was hianded 
down to our Prophet by the Angels 
from the Throne. 




LET^ 
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LETTER XXVI; 
AZA foALl XZl^A, 

[From ' DuBLiNi], 

THOU haft heard oF the Prus- 
sian ; ' he inheriteth his Vir- 
tues from a long Line of Heroes: 
He no fooner mounted his Throne 
than he employed, his peaceful Days 
in reforming his Gourte of Juftice, 
in refcuing j^ Subjed^ from die Un- 
certainty of mixed contradidtory Laws, 
and in eftablifhing an orderly Syftem 
founded on thofe general Principles, 
which are admitted to be juft in all 
civilized Countries: He reduced his 
Laws to the fmalleft Compafs that 
Perfpicuity would admit, and forbad 

aU 
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13eadiers who. migbet by their owci 

Sfnrit com:^ of inifinMip»€t t^ Spuritr 

df the Las»is; His; Couj± is.chad^ 

and hia Sid^eiSb tf^ teosqpeitte ^nd 

ftoang^: He knot k6 t^o^^atsin 

the Field thsio in iiha Cahtnd^ £br Ixe 

is^^ hb awn Captaiit amd hi& awn Mi^e* 

mifer; asidr Report iayetb of him 

that he d^' Ju]Sk€> and will com'- 

pd other P»QJce» to do fo : It is evi«* 

dent^ that he jgdges be^e he dieter^- 

ftiiries, and when he hath determined 

he executes: His own Security re- 

quireth more Attention, thao any 

Prince's of Eurofie to other States, 

yet is this Prince daring enough to 

invade the Territories of his moft 

powerful Neighbour and Enemy, for 

he feems to think it prudent to fkike 

firft, when he finds that a Blow is 

meditated by others : It is not a Week 

fince he imprifoned the Ifroops of 

one 
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one Prince in their Camp,^^ while, with 
inferior Numbers, he marched to at- 
tack, and defeated the. Annies of an- 
other Prince. Hisianguine Admirers 
fay, that he never draws his Sword 
but to right or prevent a Wrong, nor 
iheaths it till the Wrong be righted 
or prevented. They may extend their 
Praifes too far, yet all admit,, that 
he hath much heroic Virftie, ^nd. is, 
with a few Subjeft^ the Glory and 
the Terror of Germany. . 




LET- 
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LETTER XXVIL 
AZA /^ OS MAN. 

[In Athens,] 

THOU fayeft, the Arts are 
weeping around thee ; thou 
lamented their Fall, and it is to thee 
Matter of Wonder, that the Dignity 
and Elegance of their Works could 
not ftay the Rage of War : It grieveth 
thee to fee Reiievoes that employed 
Polycktus or Myron ftuck in the Walls, 
and over the Doors of Houfe, which 
Architedlure would difclaim : Yet 
amidft thofe Ruins thou haft mo^e 
matter of Pleaiure than this liland 
can afFojrdi thou feeft the Remains, 
of the celebrated Works, of Anti- 
quity, 



quity, and Defolation and Time have 
fpaicd liie Tecnptes uf lUfefeus and 
Minervdy for thine and the Sculptor s 
AdnrifatiDH. 

.tlHX^Arts:.aie herb nAncmtij or 
in their Infancy, therefore, I can fey 
little of. them ttkat can^-giire thee En- 
tertainment. Thefe People are ad- 
.difted ,to Mufic, and their andeftt 
Songs ve iet to:^ Meafore that is 
plcafoig, fcdt often folemn, cyen -to 
Sadnefs; -wiach by fomeisafcribedtx) 
4ihe old Servitude of the People: They 
are pleafed ^t ihifi Day with l^gfafter 
^;i»id <|ai€ker^M6«fbi^ 

A^cHiTECTHRi: hath made fome 

Advances, -^ich jfecftis owing ^more 

^lo a Vein fef EsfWavagance ^lale^ea- 

^4so^»agbi hmcy Aun ta any vgencrsd 

ini^tt)Meifteiit ttf 3?aflte, :&w beipg 

Judges ' of FitKie& 4>r ^fieau^, and 

' oiany 



many both iiere and kiBritaih^ 'cnren 
of thofe who have travdUed for Knew* 
ledge, hardly knowing to diflinguiih 
the chafle Imian from the ^ay Oider 
of Corinth. Scu^ture and Painting 
never landed at this Iflandi indeed, 
the latter hath fent fbmeof her Works . 
before her, as if (he deifigned not to 
leave this Kingdom unvifited. Even 
Britain hath not been fo eminent for 
the fine Arts, as flie hath been for 
Liberty i yet perhaps Europe cannot 
fiiew three Men more juftly cele- 
brated for Genius in their reipecftive 
Arts, than Britain now nourifheth. 
't'he Mufician is by Birth a Germany 
who following the good Fortune of 
his Prince, hath bettered his owiij 
he is diftinguifhed by the Dignity and 
Grandeur of his Compoiitionj he 
a^pireth beyond the Powers of com- 
mon Inftraments, introducing the 
Roar t)f Cannon into his Concerts; 

and 
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and if he could command the Thun- 
der, he would roll it to meafure. 

The Man who doth honour to 
Painting, is fiiid to be a Native of 
J^nglandi his Talent is to defign fati- 
rically, in which Enlployment, few 
Men have been more happy; per-, 
haps thofe would deny him the great 
Character of a Painter, who give that 
Name only to an Artift of grand and 
elegant Defign with equal Execu- 
tion ; but it feems to me that Paint- 
ing would be pleafed with his Con- 
ceits, and give him high Rank in her 
School of Satirifts. I have fent to 
thee the Progrefs of an intemperate 
Youth, in which thou will be able 
to difcover much Senfe and Satyr, 
but many Things therein are local 
Cenfure, and will be obfcure to thee. 

There 
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There is a Humour yet prevail-' 
ing in Britain^ as in other Parts of 
Europey of expending large Sums of 
Money, in painting "the Ceilings of 
their Rooms, the Figures whereof 
can only be feen when the Head is 
painfully thrown back, and the Eyes 
as painfully elevated : This Humour^, 
which I can fuppofe to have had fome 
fenfible Caufe, when it .was employed 
on the Ceilings of Romijh Temples 
to catch the uplifted Eyes of Idola- 
ters, hath taken hold of very ingeni- 
ous Perfons, and daubed the Ceilings 
of their Banquetting Rooms, which 
they profefs to rnake entirely for the 
^Eafe of their Guefts, though it hath 
often pained me to gratify my Hoft 
in examining his Expences over my 
Head. TThe Diipofition of figures, 
in order to pleafe the Beholder, re- 
quires Judgment, as well as the Exe- 
I cution 



n 
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cution bf them ; and the trueft Taftc 
is to make a Matter of Elegairce ap- 
pear an Objed: of Ufe, and each refl^ 
Beauty on the other ; as did the PAjj- 
^r/VwPrince, whofe Banquetting Room 
was adorned by golden Figures of 
elegant Boys exalted on PedeMs, 
and with lighted Torches in their 
Hands, illumining the Guefts. 

The Place where thou refidefl 
was the favourite Habitation of ScuJp'^ 
ture J there was a Serenity in the 
Air around her, which made herCon- 
ceptions eafy and clear 5 fhe was free 
and unreftraiiied \ (he mixed with the 
chafteft Fancies, the ableft Statefinen, 
the moft powerful Orators, and the 
wifeft Philofophers, for they lived 
around her, and (he formed her Taftc 
among them : She chofe her favourite 
Schplai:s from the People with vvhom 

- flic 
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(he refided^ and hsx Roman Difciples 
coulcl' not equal their. Elegance: 



-*IS^ >4tf t^i ^uma ASHvi 



War, more definitive than Time, 
hath overwhelmed the greateft Glories 
of Sculpture, yet hath^ left enoi^h 
whereby to difcover her Beauty and 
lament its Decay. If thcu iaweft 
the ibperb Monuments which the 
Britons have lately ereded to the Me- 
mory of the Deceaied, in iheii; Tem- 
ple at ffejtminfler -y perhaps thou 
wouldeft imagine, as I did, that Sculp. 
tare had taken her Reiidence for a 
Time in the City of London: The 
Works which fhe hath latdy grveni 
to Ae public View, filled me with 
Admiration, and I fearched every 
Statuary's Shop in order to fbd where 
fhe was working: Walking thro' a 
Yard where Men were varioufly em- 

^ ^ ployed 
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ployed on Blocks of Marble^ I ob- 
ferved at the End thereof a Room, 
in which were difpofed a Variety of 
Models {ketched in Clay, in each of 
which appeared the Touches of a 
mafterly Hands one of thefe had a 
Grandeur which pleafed me particu- 
larly; the Defign comprehended an 
Obeliik tottering from its Bafe and 
rived from the Top by Lightning, the 
Angel of Refurreftion appearing on 
one Side of the Obelifk 'floating on 
Clouds and founding a Trumpet ; at 
the Foot of the Obelifk, ftretched on 
.a Tomb, the Figure of the Perfon 
to whofe Memory the Monument was 
raifed ; awakened and rifing at the 
Sound, his Right Arm thro^vn out to- 
wards the Side whence the Noife 
iflued, and difengaging him from the 
Shroud, his Ear turned to the Tmm- 
pet : On another Side of the Obeliik 
was Time treading down Death, and 

breaking 
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breaking a-crofs his Knee the Arrow 
of which Death, to the laft, kept his 
hold. Sculpture, it feemed, had been 
bufy there \ elevated Sentiment- and 
iine Expreflion appeared in all his 
Models : I enquired in whofe ^hop J 
Tvas, and an ordinary Labourer point- 
ing to a little Man bufied in drefling 
a Figure of Clay, told me it was the 

Shop of RotTBILIAC- 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

AZA to^ ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

THERE are £bw Kingdoizis 
wherein Marriage is more free 
and yet more retrained than it is inthefe, 
amon^ the Proteftants: Peribns are 
not here difHnguiihed into the Eftates 
of Liberty and of Slavery; Service is 
voluntary, and all are free as by Na- 
ture ; therefore Marriage between the 
Pooreft and the Wealthieft, the Lord 
and his Serving- Woman is neither 
unlawful nor diifhonourable ; In this 
Ifland, Birth is generally much re- 
garded, and Money in Britain \ Sox 
die latter Ifland hath been longer 

freed 
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freed from the Ariftocraticai Power 
and the Pride of .Family, and hath 
enjoyed more extenfive and profitable 
Commerce : Yet, tho' Money be ge- 
nerally refped:ed there, it is far from 
being the univerfal Objed of Regard, 
for, perhaps, there is no Spot of the 
Globe, which hath Inhabitants of (q 
various Humours as Britain ; A^ere- 
fore more fant^ftic and more gene- 
rous difintereiled Unions are no where 
to be ieen : It is not imcommon to 
ice the Vigour of Nineteen yoaked 
with the Lifimudes of Ninety Yean^ 
nor thie Aud Wi£iom of a SenjftttH: 
coupled with the I^evity of a pat 
Coquet: Thefe Things would ex- 
cite thy Laughter ; but thou wouldft 
jfmile to behold a Man of Genius, 
Nobility, and Eftate, woomg the 
Daughter of his Tenant, for her Beauty, 
Modefty and Health : I am told, that 
th^ Pofleffions, which everywhere 
I 4. draw 
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draw Admiration, were more com-, 
mon,- when Luxury was lefs; and 
are now more valued becaufe they 
are more rare \ it is certain that they 
want not Admirers, among the vari- 
ous Charafters of Britairiy who pre- 
fer them to Wealth, Birth, or Station; 
and ufually find more Happinefs in 
tlie Pofleflion of them. Of the moft 
amiable Women whom I have feen 
in Britain^ indeed in Europe^ two 
were the Daughters of ah unpr6{per- 
ous Merchants yet, for the delicate 
Beauty of their Minds as well as Bo* 
dies, they were fclefted, * one by a * 
Npbleman, the other rare Example 
of Nature^s Power to pleale, by a 
wealthy Commoner: And the two 
moft brilliant Noblewomen; who this 
Year fhine in the Britijfo Court, ac- 
quired Nobility nierely by the Force 
of Beauty : My Hoft (for he isfome- 

times 
* Lady M * i^ - 
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times whimfical) laments the Mar- 
riages of the laft, whom he is accus- 
tomed to call his fair- Irijh Women ; 
he fays, they may flock two noble 
Houfes with healthful Heirs, but they 
have contributed to unpeople this 
Ifland, and have made more young 
Women ridiculous, who therefcre 
will die unmarried, than before were 
known; many who have Faces of 
uncommon- Fairnefs, having per- 
fwaded themfelves, that Nobility is 
tQ be their Price, and deipifing 6very 
tiling- lefs, till they find themfelves - 
negledled and contemned, perhaps 
almoft beggared by Expence of Drefs : 
This, he obferves, is no unnatural 
Confequence, in a Kingdom where 
the Vanity cf Title, Station, and 
Family-greatriefs is too prevailing : 
— Howibever that may be, the Free- 
dom of Marriage diffufes a juft No- 
tion of Equality, which is the Foun- 
I 5 dation 



202 LETT^a^RfiT fmm 

datipn of Liberty, *od all Aftenqs^ 
to deftroy the former^ ftrik^ at th^ 
Bafis of tha latter ; therefore, whik 
thefe Iflaiids dinnk Liberty is worth 
preferving, they will oppofe what- 
ever ^nds to lel]fen the received No-^ 
tions ©f Eqiiality. 

NoTHiNQ' feems io inconfiftent 
with this great Free49H*i in the Choice 
of Peribns for Marria^j^ a^ tbefevere 
RefbaiBts after H* The?^ is no Of- 
fence deemed mpre i|npar(JoiM^ble> 
ikv\ a WonpuuiV ifnpc^iiag another 
Man's Chil4 upo^ h^r Huft^aiidg^ 
therefore, if it be prov^ that £hj^ i» 
an Adulterer, ' ihe may be divorccct 
from her Iiuiband*s T^ble ajvi Bed % 
but flie continue? f^U to be bi& Wife,^ 
and tho' he hath <?ixly a fpurious Off- 
4>ring, he obtains not by this Divorce; 
the Liberty of marrying another i 
and if a Law be nxade to ^ve bioEi 

that 



that Fteedomj it wiU give the Kkc ta 

If a Woman be barren, whereby 
the Huftjand's ; Hopes of enjoying the 
Society of Chiltfeen, and many con^ 
iequent Endearments are defeated, 
y^t he may not therefore be divorced ; 
and if. he hath Chitdrexi by a Concur 
bine, the Law will not give them his 
Eftate ; Indeed Barrennefs is not very 
common, a lefs Frequency of Coition 
in thefe cold Climates, perhaps^ in^ 
creafing both ti» Ptegfure and Ferti- 
lity of the Ffeopte. 

The Manners and Tempers of 
two married Peribna may be different, 
and therefore their Lives very uneafy, 
yet tho' both fhoiild affent to a Di- 
vorce, it will not be granted : They 
may live feparately, but, during their 
Sep^ation, if they fhould fee Per- 
I 6 fons 
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Ions agreeable, to their Difpofitions, 
the Law will not permit them to marry 
fuch Perfons. " 

These Reftraints feem to me griev- 
ous, and wifely hath our Law pro- 
vided, admitting us, when we no 
loilger find Pleafure from one Wife, 
to take another, and to have many at 
one Time. 




LET- 
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LETTER XXIX. 

AZA to ABDALLAH. 

[From Dublin.] 

I TOLD thtc, Abdallah, that Cor- 
ruption was deftroying the BritiJIj 
Conftitution s yet, when thou hafi 
read this Letter, thou mayeft doubt 
whether Virtue or Vice is moft pre- 
vailing in Britain 5 and be not hafty 
to refolve. There is a Fondnefs of 
Virtue which furvives the general Prac- 
tice of it, and Men cannot refift the 
Admiration, when they are loft to 
the Imitation of it.. 

These two Years paft, Britain hath 
been engaged in a War with FrancCy 
during which, fhe hath diftrcffed the 

Trade 
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Trade" of her Enemies, yet hath not 
prefervcd her own Dominiofts. By 
Mifcondudt,^ or worfe Caufes, Ihe 
hath loft an advantageous Ifland in 
the Mediterraneafij and a Sti'ong-hold 
in America i *nct tiftcfe are not the 
only Lofles: That Reputation for 
nayal Glory, and the Refpe<3: which 
that Reputation commaaded, arelef^ 
fened ; Even the Commerce oP a 
Country is aflFeded by its military 
Glory or Difhonour. Britain felt the 
Confcquence of h^r Di%races> and 
her Complaints were fo^ loud a^nfl 
the public Dircdofs^ that th^ King^ 
to npiiike his People content, chofe a 
new Set of Minifters», who promifed 
the Nation different MeafuceSj^ and 
difclaimed all Connection with the 
Men to whofe Weaknefs or Wanton- 
nefs the Kingdom afcribed i^ late 
Misfortunes. Yet they had hardly 
entered upon Bufoefs, they had fcarce 

taken 
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takcfi the Helpi into their Hand^t 
when tbey were diimifled from the 
Service of their King, to whom, in 
Appearance, they were rooft affec^ 
tiongitely devoted, for they feemed to 
raife Grandeur , on the Greatnefs and 
Virtue of his People. I will not un-* 
dertake to explain this Meafiire,^ 
which by fome is afcribed to Refent- 
meitf, that 14 Germm Electorate, the 
hereditary Fai:wQf the Fwrily reign^ 
^^ m Britmfh. w«f m^ enough re^ 
^rded by the new Mioifterf: By 
odiert, ta the Feaw of » Emqiwy 
kito paft Mealiiies, which Enquiry,, 
iuppcorted bgr the mw ^ts&mn% 
iji4)ik armed with Pow«r, HHghtprov^ 
49Lp^rQus to t^KKfe who h^ long 
b^ed in the^ Sunfl^e of the Coi*rt j 
4sid Is bribed by others to the Dif- 
^^tf of r^ng puSiic Supplies f % 
PiiBculty, they %, created by jhofe 
Miniikrs^ whom the pub% Ctempus 

had 
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had degraded, and created in Order 
to deftroy the Love which the new 
Minifters were every Day acquiring. 
ThoU' wilt wonder how fuch a Diffi- 
culty could be raifed by Men unpo- 
pular; but it is faid, that two great 
Money-Dealers in Britain^ by the 
Credit which one has among yewSy 
and the other among foreign Chrif- 
tians, are become almoft neceflary 
to the raifing of Britip Supplies: 
And thefe might be induced to make 
the Difficulty: I know thou wilt 
fay, the Government then .wants 
A,mendment. But. I. will not dwell 
on the pretended Caufes of this extra- 
ordinary Removal ; the Confequence 
is a more cerf^nn Subject. The new 
Servants wc i - r - Sooner difplaced, 
than thePt( ; '^" •^''?i ProUiion poured 
their Thar. i ' • • - > -^^ i : gs on them, 
for their • -'^ '' "« ^ vr^urs during 
a fhort .r :s':, 'i-t ;;.:.;.t Cities, 
.' - . ' . Towns, 
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Towns, poor and wealthy, confer- 
red public Honours on them} Civic 
Compliments were fent to them in 
Boxes of Gold, and Monuments of 
iheir Virtue eftabliflied in the Records 
of all Cities. The People recited in 
their public Papers, they placed be- 
fore the Eyes of their Sovereign, the 
Caufes of thefe .Honours : They had 
before exerted their Right to cenfure, 
and they now {hewed their Inclination 
to reward 5 they are every Day con- 
ferring on them new Marks of Ap- 
probation, wliich they received v/ith 
a modeft Diffidence of their own 
Defervings, and not without Defire 
that the Tribute fhould be elfewhere 
paid. If, Abdalldhy thou knoweft 
two Men good and great in their 
Country's Efteem, fend me fome 
Hiftory of them, and I will make it 
public, that the Britons may not rafhly 
over-rate the Virtues of their Pitt 
and their Leg GE. 

LET^ 
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LETTER XXX. 

AZA to OSMAN. 

[From Dublin.] 

Generous Osman, 

YESTERDAY the faiAful Se^ 
lim^ after many Years of vari- 
ous Fortune, landed on this.Iiland: 
This Morning I embraced him ; his 
Ambition is moderated by Adverfity, 
and his natural Impetuofity by the 
Wifdom of Experience: He con- 
duced me to his Hgufe, where, af- 
ter a temperate Meal, he entertained 
me with the following Story of his 
Life, 
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7^^ History ^ SELIM. 

^T^HOU mayeft remember, Azay 
• that againft die Inclination, yet 
not without Confent dE my Parents, 
I (yiitxsd jirmemay with no kis De- 
fign than to learn the Manners and 
Policy of the European States* and 
particularly te form rayfelf to Arms, 
whidh have been ib long negledted 
ki the H^urkijh Dominions, that we 
are faid to have (lumbered this Ceti« 
tury regardlefs of Glory or Power. 
With this View I embarked on board 
o£ a Genoeji trading Veflel, purpofing^ 
firft to ftudy the civil and military 
DifcipUne <£ Emanuel ViSiar^ iSao^ 
great Prince of Sardinia. Whik I 
was in daily Expectation of feeing 
Gettody a Ship was difcoi^red bearing 
down upon us, with fqch Force of 
Men aad Guns as would have alarmed 
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us, if we had Caufe of expeding an 
Enemy in a Time of Peace. How- 
ever, Peace was no Security to us, 
for in lels than two Hours our Vef- 
fel was boarded, and we found our- 
felves in the Hands of Men who are 
common Eneqjies to Mankind, and 
live by the Plunder of all whom 
they meet on the Highway of the 
Sea^ keeping Faith only with each 
other. The Ship belonged to ibme 
Spaniards 2X0ran^ but was navigated 
by Corfasfs, who divided the Plun- 
der among themfelves and the Pro- 
prietors of the VcCcL The Cruelty 
of the C^Jairs is m>t eafily equalled : 
We fbon faw ourfelves loaded with 
Irons, and though I was treated more 
favourably than others on a religious 
Acx:ount> yet I was robbed of the 
Money which I had defigned for 
the Expences of Travelling, . except- 
ing only a few Sequins that lay con- 
cealed 
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cealed in my Cloaths, which were 
left to me, when others were bound 
naked. As foon as we arrived at Orarij 
the Scene was changed, we were 
thrown into, a naufeous Gk)al guarded 
by Spaniards] and the little Lenity 
that appeared, was now fhewn to the 
Chriftians ; their Gloaths were reftored 
to them, while I was ftripped of my 
outer Garment; their Allowance of 
Vidtuals was ufually greater; and I 
was often compelled to labour, while 
my Fellow-Prifoners were indulged 
with Eafe. Sometimes I was led to 
an Eminence of the Prifon to be feaft- 
ed, as my Jailors faid, with a rich 
Profpe<a of Vales watered from Hills 
that were covered with Groves of 
Orange, or with the Opening of thofe 
fertile Plains of Mutejahy which are 
faid to ftretch beyond Algiers: At 
other Times I was permitted to over- 
look the Sea* by which alone I could 

hope 
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hope for Liberty. But ta a Man, 
who muft afterwards defceod to La-^ 
hour in a Priion-^Houie, thefe indul<*^ 
gencies were Infuks > for they were 
Remembrances of my paift and pre- 
fcnt Fortune. In this Si;ate I con* 
tinued ieven Months, till Orders were 
given that all the Prifoners fhbuld 
appear in the outer Court pf the Pri- 
fon; accordingly we. wer^led forth^ 
and being, ranged in Order, fo as to 
be noted, a Spaniard and a young 
Mo$r entered the Prifon-Gates, and 
furveyed us as Perfons defigned for 
Sale, or more cruel Treatment. The 
Confequcnce correfponded with the 
Appearance; for when we had been 
Sufficiently obferved, the two retired 
^ a greater Diftance, and after lefe 
than Half an Hours Convet^ition, 
fix were feleded for cwie^ and fix fey 
the other. It was my Lot to be no- 
ticed by the Mm^ y my Garb {»«!- 

claimed 
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claimed my Country, and whether I 
was chofen from a Regard to my 
Religion, or, which is more proba- 
ble, to the feeming Strength and 
Agility of my Limbs, I thought my 
Condition could not be wcHrfe than it 
had been, and Occaiions might pre- 

. fent themfelves of freeing myfelf, 
which vwer^ not to be hoped for in a 
Dungeon, Our Chains were ftrtfck 
off, and lighter affixed to our Limbs ; 
in this State I was conveyed witlrmy 
five Companions to a fpacious Houfe 
two Miles diftant from Oraity and near 

^ to a littie Village called Arzew^ where 
the Uncle of this young Moor had 
laid out a Plan of (pacious Gardens, 
the Labour of which was referved 
for me and my Companions. As 
foon as we arrived, our Fetters were 
removed, for our Efcape was impof^ 
fible, the Houfe and intended Gar- 
den being enclofed in fome Places 

by 
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by a^ Wall twenty Feet high, and 
in others by a broad Trench, and 
Keepers being conftantly employed to 
watch US; fo that our Change was 
only to a larger and more healthful 
Prifbn. Here I continued labour- 
ing daily for three Months, without 
any Hopes of Redemption, fbme- 
times amufing myfelf with the Flowers 
and Fruit-Trees, and at others con- 
verfing in the Arabic Tongue, of 
which, from the Knowledge I had 
before my Captivity, and my Inter- 
courfe with fpme Captives in the 
Prifon, \ had now attained an eafy 
Pronunciation, ^nd perhaps was able 
to write as corredlly as many of the 
Natives. My Country's Drefs being 
permitted to me, the native Slaves. 
were kinder to me than to the Chrif- 
tiansj and beconiing an Interpreter 
ambng them, I- acquired a Sort of 
Pre-eminence, that gave Occafionsof 
\', ^ doing 
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doing my Fellow-Captives little Of- 
fices, which Society, in Diftrefs, will 
extort from the moft favage. As the 
People of that Country are fond of 
Stories, I diverted the Natives with 
Accounts of T'urky and otheir Coun- 
tries, and in Return, (for they vvere 
not fo clofely confined as the Cap- 
tives) after their Day's Labour, they 
would go abroad and bring me Dates, 
Raifins, and other dried Fruits, with 
• which I regaled my Fellow-Prifoners, 
But the fevere Labour, to which we 
were daily confined, began to wafte 
my. Strength; our Keepers remitted 
nothing of their Watchfulnefs over 
us, nor the young Moor of his Care 
over them. Not an Hour of the 
Day paffed wherein his Eye was not 
upon our Labour; he delighted in 
feeing us faint beneath our Loads, 
and once, when I tottered beneath a 
l>eavy Burthen, he ordered fifty Ladies 
K to 
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to a Cbriftiari who ran to fupport 
me. His Avarice was not lefe than 
his Cruelty, for he would ojften ftand 
by, 'when our little Meals were given 
to us, curfing our Slownefs of Eat- 
ing \ and fometimes would order the 
Vi(5tuals to be taken from us, fweai-. 
ing by Alla that we Wafted the Day 
in eating, and that Slaves were the 
greateft Knaves : At other Times he 
would referve all our Day's Allow- 
ance for die Evening s Meal, watch-- 
ing us from Day-break to Sun-fet, 
and rgoycing that he had harrafled 
us that Day without Intermiffion. 
He would often pretend a Vifit to 
Oran^ and return fuddenly to fee whe- 
ther his Abfence had abated our Toil, 
never Iparing Stripes to thofe whom 
he found credulous of his Words.- 

'After three Months Toil in the 
midA of an inclement Winter, the 

Spring 
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Spring began to open, and brought 
with it a Sweetnefs and Beauty that 
would have relieved any but Slaves, 
who had once been free and happy, 
and now, by no Crime, were con- 
demned to Mifery. Sometimes I had 
Thoughts of telling the Moor who I 
was, and drawing forth his Pity by a 
Recital of my Fortunes : But he ap- 
peared mercilefs; and I had little 
Money, and no Proipedl of inform- 
ing my Friends of my Condition, and 
'Money was the only Bait which could 
tempt this young Mifer. . Then again 
' he appeared fb avaricious, that, (hould 
he know I was the Son of a Turkijh 
Aga^ his Demands would be greater^ 
than even my Friends could fatisfy, 
at, the leaft, more thaa I could wifh 
them to give for my uncertain Life : 
Wherefore, I refolved to bear ray 
Afflictions in Silence, and leave the 
Event to God. As foon as <Jie Year 
K 2 . Ijegan 
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began to bloflbm. News was brought 
me by the native Slaves, that the Un- 
cle of the young Moor and his Fa- 
mily, were arrived at his Country 
Seat, and that in the Space of three 
Days, the young Moor vsnould fet out 
for Oran to infpedt the Affairs of his 
Uncle in the City. Tl\e Joy which 
I felt for a few Moments, was little 
fhort of what Freedom would have 
given ; but the clouded Countenances 
of the Natives foon convinced me it 
was caufelefs; they informed me, 
that the Uncle was more, if it was 
poffible to be more avaricious, cruel, 
and perfidious than his Nephew; 
that having no Sons, he had pre- 
ferred this Nephew for the Inheri- 
tance of his large Pofleflions, and 
that he had one favourite Daughter 
whom he defigned for his Wife. This 
Story dafhed all my Expe<3:ations ; 
the Hopes copceived from a Change 

of 
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of Mailers vaniflied ; the Profpedt of 
efcaping. from a Perfon lefs obfervant 
than the young Moor, flattered me 
no more, and I confidered myfelf 
as one bf thofe unfortunate Wretches 
who are deftined to walk thro' Peril 
and Toil, without one Ray of Com- 
fort to chear them in their Paflage. 
Two Days were pafled after the De- 
parture of our young Tyrant, and the 
Uncle had not fet his Foot in the Gar- 
den, being troubled with a Diforder 
common in that Country, to Men of 
his Age and fedentary Life j yet he 
was carried to a Window where, as 
our Keeper faid, he conftantly obferved 
us, and indeed the Keeper often raif- 
ed his Voice, and exercifed the La(h, 
to demonftrate his ftridl Attendance 
of us. Four Days after, the old 
Man's Diforder fo increafed, that hie- 
ing no longer able to vifit his Win- 
dow, he was confined to his Bed. 
K 3 During 



222 Letters from 
During . this Time, the Severity of 010 
Keepers was iomewhat abated, and we 
enjoyed an Eafe, for fuch did the Dimi- 
nution of our daily Labour feem, 
that appeared like a Feftival. Added 
to this, the Daughter of the Mot^^ 
who came at her Father's Requeft to 
overfee the Gai'den (though {became 
always veiled, and^was .diftinguiflied 
only by the S weetnefs of h^ Difeourfej 
and. the Elegance of her Mien) yet 
fhe would often bring Fruits and other 
pleafing Repaft to th^ native Slaves, 
of whom {he enquired concerning 
us, and frequently would recommend 
to them to treat Us tenderly, and jQiare 
with us whatever Provi{ions {he 
brought, which were daily more and 
better than our ordinary Allowance. 
As the M?cri' rife early, as we do, no 
Morning pa{led whereon {he did not 
vi{it the Houfe of the native Slaves, 
and never went an unprovided Gue{l ; 

fb 
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fo that fhe became their Idol, and 
was known by a Name, which in their 
Language fignifies her Mothers Sweet- 
nefs. When (he had vifited the Na- 
tives, fhe was often fcen to pafs thro' 
a fhady Walk into a Green-Houfe 
near the Dwelling of the. Captives, 
where fome conjedlured that fhe paid 
her Devotions, and others that fhe 
watched the Labourers. But, what- 
ever might be the Caufe, it was ob- 
ferved, that when the Natives carried 
not Part of their extraordinary Pro- 
vifions to us unhappy Captives, the 
next Day fhe omitted her Kindnefe 
to them* Thus our Captivity was 
lightened, and I had IJopes of gain-* 
ing an Opportunity to elope from Con- 
finement, and purchafe a Paflage to 
fbme freer Country; for \ had .fifty 
Sultanins which had efcaped the Plua- 
der of the Corfairs, and the Pvapacity 
of the young Moor. With this Ex- 
K 4 pedtation' 
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perflation I laboured more chearfully 
than ever, and we diverted our Even- 
ings with Comparifon of our paft 
and our prefent Steward. On the 
2oth of March^ juft as our Labour 
was begun, our young Benefaftrefs 
fui-veyed the whole Garden, an4,. 
having pafled the Moors^ approached 
where the Captives were employed, 
drawing her Veil entirely down, and 
and wrapping herfelf in a Hyke of 
fky-coloured Sattih, embroidered with 
Vine-Leaves of Silver; (he obferved 
and fpoke to them as fhe pafled, and 
coming near to me, who was laft in 
the Lot of Ground, and then had a 
heavy Burthen on my Shoulders, fhe 
turned her Face, ftill covered, to- 
wards mine, and laying her Right 
Hand on her Breaft, which is the 
Mcorijh Salutation, faid, in a gentle 
Tone, Holy Alla relieve tbee^ Stran-- 
ger. Many Days pafled, and Ibme 

of 
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of my Fellow-Captives became fo re- 
conciled to Captivity, that, if the 
Uncle and the Nephev^ had been re- 
moved, they would have been eafily 
perfwaded to ferve Zaida while they 
lived. But the Indulgence we re- 
?ceived, only gave me more Time to 
refled: on my hard Fortune, who, 
fi-om a vain Profpeft of deferving 
Admiration in my own Country, 
was become the Objedt of one Per- 
fon s Cruelty and another's Pity in a 
barbarous Nation. Gloomy Confide- 
rations clouded my Mind, and the 
Keepers having permitted me to take 
nightly Walks through the Garden, 
I fed my own Melancholy, often 
breaking into wild Exclamations of 
Rage, that I had not bravely loft .my - 
Life in Defence of my Liberty agairift' 
the cruel Cgrfairs. While . I was 
ftretched qn a Grafs-Plot along the 
Side- of the M?^/s Palace, finging a 

mourn- 
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mournful Hiflory of my Eortijinc, I 
was furprized by loud Knocking at 
the Gate, and the Neighing of 
Horfcs ; and inftantly a foft difordered 
Voice from a Window above, faid 
trembling and haftily, Ta thy jiparU 
ment^ Stranger ^^ Morat! Morat! 
» All A guard thee. I fled, bleffing 
the Voice that warned me, and Ipent a 
tedious Night ip broken Dreams, and 
waking Expeftations of Cruelty from 
Morat^ who never difappointed- fuch 
Expe<a:ances. In the Morning, long 
' before the Sun, he had lurveyed the 
Garden^ and finding Qiir Labour had 
pot equalled his Defire, with his firft 
Salutation he flruck me to the Ground, 
and before I recovered, three of my 
Companions were lying Ipeechlefs* 
While he was proceeding in his Cruel- 
ty, a Slave came pale and breathlefs 
from the Houfe, and faltering, could 
only pronounce, Zaida^ Zaida—No 
j^ ' more 
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fnore Morat perfevered, and hav- 
ing given each Captive his Blow; 
returned, muttering Curfes, to the 
the Houfe. Bruifed and dgefted we 
groaned thro' the Day's Fatigue ; but 
nieitherthe B'ruifes nor the Toil preyed 
on my Mind, as a Fear and Defire 
to know what had befallen our young 
Benefadrefs. I fought an Oppor- 
tunity, but in vain, of Ipeaking to the 
native Slaves, who feemed of a fud- 
den Ipiritlefs. Wearinefs brought 
with it no Reft \ I laid all Night 
fleeplefs, and before Day-break heard 
my Keepers relating, iS[iztZaida^ hav- 
ing beheld the firft Mark of hef 
Coufin's Cruelty to the Captives, had 
fainted, and continued fome Moments 
lifelefs ; that a Cry that flie was dead, 
had reached Zele/nn\ her Father's 
Ear, and fo afflidted him, Aat even 
her Recovery added little to his, the 
fudden Joy rather oppreffing him thd 
K 6 moi'e -, 
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more; and laftly, that Morat was 
gone to Orariy being called thither 
by fudden Bufiriefs. I rofe overjoyed, 
and informed my Fellow-Prifoners 
that the Storm was over. The next 
Day Zaida walked twice through the 
Garden, carefully obferving us thro' her 
Veil, and as (he paffed by me, twice 
repeated the Aflemajlo^ prefling her 
Hand more clofely to her Breaft, and 
faying All a guard thee. Z'elebin^ 
Diforder increafed, and the Fright had 
occafioned a Fever, which was likely 
to prove fatal ; but what Confolation 
from the Death of Zelebiriy to thofe 
who muft exped the Dominion of 
Morat ? The Sicknefs of the old Man 
gave fome Intermiffion to the Cruelty 
which had been exercifed on us; 
but his Death might fix our Captivity 
and Mifeiy for ever. On the 28th of 
Marchy it was my Lot to be employed 
under the Green-Houfe, to which 

Zaida 
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Zdida ufually paid her Morning Vifit ; 
nor did (he fail that Day, for I had 
fcarce taken the Spade in my Hand, 
when, by the Ruftling of the Leaves 
in a Ihady Walk which led to the 
Houfe, I guefled the Approach of 
our young Benefadtrefs, and foon after 
raifing my Eyes, faw her veiled at the 
Window. Nothing was uncovered 
but her Arm, from which, if the 
reft might be judged, theniceft would 
not be offended with the Beauty of 
the young Moor. She played with a 
Tulip, retiring fometimes, but quickly 
returning : When the Courfe of my 
Spade had brought me under the Win- 
dow, to which I would have looked 
oftner, had not Refpedt and Fear of 
my Keepers prevented, fhe dropped 
the Tulip at my Feet^ I took it up 
and ran around the Building to pre- 
fent it to her, but before I could reach 
the Entrance fhe was gone 5 I retuj&r 

cda 
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ed, adttriring the Largencfs and Colour 
of the Flower, and was ftruck by 
Choradters like Letteis in the infidc ; 
examining more attentively, I found 
the TuHp lined with two Folds of 
6ne Paper, which I took out, and 
hardly had conveyed to my Pocket, 
when one of the Keepers approached, 
and took fironi me the Flower. With 
what Impatience did I labour through 
the Day ? fometimes I feaited, this 
was a warning concerning Morat ; at 
other Times the Profpe<3: of regain- 
ing my Liberty flattered me, for our 
Prophet was the ianae -, I had Reaibn 
alfo to hope, from the Innocence and 
Kindneis of Zaida^ who was com- 
paffionate to the Sons of Uoriji no 
lefs than thofe of Mahomet. Even- 
ing came, and being alone in my Cell 
I read the following Letter. 

" Holy 
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" Holy Aljla proted: thee, Stran- 
*^ger; I have enquired nwch con- 
" ceming thee, and feel a fharp Pain 
" when I fee thee treated cruelly. If 
" thou feekeft thy Freedom, I will, 
" contrive to give it> for I am loved by. 
" my Father's Servants, who fay that 
" I am like my deccafed Mother, and 
" therefore they will not betray me.. 
" I have provided for thee a Moorijh, 
** Turban, and a rich Hyke, in which 
" thou mayeft pafe concealed. There 
** is another Prefent which I would 
" give thee, but thou ihak fee it firft, 
" for it may be burthenfome to thee. 
" If thou wilt be e^rly with thy Spade 
^\ at the Green-Houfe, I will fhew 
" thee ^what \ would give thee : Be 
" cheai-ful. Stranger, for if Alla 
" will^ permit, I will do thee much 
" good." 

All 
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All the Impatience of the Day, 
equalled not the Reftleflhefs of my 
Night. I was up before the Birds, 
and at Day-break the Spade was in 
the Earth ; Zaida came with the Sun, 
and obferving none near but me, (he 
threw back her Veil, and looking on 
me with a fweet Confufion, dropped 
another Tulip and retired. It was 
the firft Time I had feen her Face, 
and fome Moments pafled before I 
could take my Eyes from the Win- 
dow. I conveyed the Flower to my 
Pbcket-Book, and worked through 
the Day in a Hurry of Joy that was 
painful to fupport : The Burthen of 
the Tulip was this. 

" Stranger, thdu haft now feen 
*^ what I would give thee ; but then 
" I would have' thee afk it. . I will 
" confent to be thy Wife, but I would 

" have 
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" have thee entirely ; for if thou 
" fhouldft go to T^urky^ and there 
" leave me, for fome Women of thy 
*^ own Countiy, it would grieve my 
" Heart. The Phyfician fays that 
** my Father cannot live three Days, 
" and I fear that I fhall foon aftor 
" be married to Morat^ whom I caii- 
*^ not love, for I faw him cruel to 
" thee. Yet my Father loves me, 
^' and hath given to my Care 16,000 
*' Florins, which I will give thee, if, 
" as foon as he dieSj thou will, take 
*^ me with thee to thy own Country ; 
" There is a French Ship now «i^ 
" Arzew^ and the French will carr^ 3^ 
" us any where for Money. I will 
*^ drefs thee in a Moorijh Habit, and 
" thou (halt call thyfelf Jldoalde, the 
" Son of a rich Moor ^xMuflygannim^ 
" and I will follow in a coarfe Hyke, 
"like thy Servant. A faithful Slave 
" will attend me, and convey what 

"is 
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*^ is neceflary to the Ship, before wc 
" leave this Place. But fay not, thou ' 
" wilt take me, if thou hateft me. 
" Speak to me thy Mind, for I will 
" do thee good in whatever Way 
" thou defireft. Bring me thy An- 
." fwer this Evening, and I will re- 
" ceive it from a Window above the 
'". Grafs-Plot on which thou waft 
" finging' a few Nights ago. Be not 
"^ afraid of Morafy for Bufincfs will 
" detain him at Oran. I could write 
*^ much more, but I am afraid of 
" tiring thee. Holy Alla watch ^ 
," over thee^ Gentleman." 

I WAS too happy; my Liberty, 
and what was more, the Innocence 
and Beauty of the young Moor. Had 
I dared, in my wretched St^e, to 
turn my Eyes that Way, I could be- 
fore have loved her, for every Slave 
adored her. Now fhe had given me 

Leave 
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Leave to love her, and v^aited im- 
patiently for my Choice; with^ my 
Pencil I wrote the following Arkfwei? 
on the Back of her Letter. 

'' Great Alla reward thee, gen-^ 
*' tie Moery I will not only afk what 
" thou (hewedft to me this Morn- 
" ing ; but I call our Prophet to 
" Witnefs that I will have no other 
** Wife but thee, and if I am per-. 
** mitted to marry thee, I will not 
** fgrfake thee for the greateft Lady 
** of our Eaft. If Fate will not pef- 
" mit us to efcape together, I wilf 
" ftay a3id ferve thee as a Slave in 
" this Garden, and will not complain, 
** if fo, I may not fee thee wedded to 
^* Morat. Whatever thou defireft I 
" will do \ but there is one Captive 
" who hath been kind to me, and I 
" would free him too." 

This 
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This flie received from the Win- 
dow, and retiring a few Minutes, re- 
turned, and faid in her native 
Tongue J good Gentlemail, be thou 
and thy Captive-Friend at the Garden- 
Door To-morrow at Nine of the 
Night. 

. The wifhed for Evening came, 
and Zaida with her own Hands open- 
ed the Door ; attended by her faithr 
ful Servant, fhe led us into a Room 
at the End of the Houfe^ and there 
informed me that her Father could 
not live another Night, that fhe had 
refblved not to wait till Morat fhould 
hear of his Death, but take Advan- 
tage of the preferit Time; tliat 
Horfes and Drcfles were ready, and (he 
had fent already by her Servant to a 
Hut on the Watcrfide, . all the Money 
with which her Father had entrufted 
^t> her; 
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her ; and that a French Privateer was 
preparing to fail in lefs than two 
Hours. I urged her to immediate 
Departure, and accordingly fhe gave 
me a Turban rich with Jewels, 
and a white Sattin Hyke inwrought 
with Flowers of bleeding jimaran^ 
tbus^ giving my Fellow-Captive the 
coarfe Drefs of a Slave, and cover- 
ing herfelf in the like Garment, that 
all might pafs as my Servants. Thus 
prepared we walked filently from the 
Houfe before Ten, and at a fmall 
Diflance mounting our Horfes, arriv- 
ed in a {hort Time at the Hut 5 to 
prevent a Purfuit, I4^ad perfuaded 
Zaida to leave a Paper on her Table, 
importing that (he was gone to Oran^ 
to inform Morat of her Father s Con- 
dition. The Captive Snveed^ whom 
I had releafed, immediately went on 
board the Privateer to learn her Def- 
tination, and was infoi-med that (he 

had 
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had Orders to Cruize near Malta^ in 
Order to take a bold RngUjlmian call- . 
cd Fortunatus Wright ^ and if the 
Winds would permit, we (hould be 
landed in that Ifland. We determined 
to leaw Afric^ whatever the Event 
might be, and Zaida was hardly feated 
in the Boat, when an unknown Pet- 
fon on the Shore was heard faying, 
that Zelebin was dead, Zaida was 
miffed, and all was in Confufion. 
At the Sound of her Father's Death, 
the Tears ftole down her Cheeks, 
and I fuifered this firft Flood of Grief 
to take its Courfe. In a few Minutes 
we failed, and the next Morning 
were many Miles diftant from Afria. 
^J :then advifed Zaida to drefs hcrfelf 
^s became hier Dignity, and call her- 
felf my Wife or my Sifter j but (he 
declined it, faying that ftie would 
be more^concealed in her coarfc Drefs, 
and, if I was content, (he would re- 

ferve 
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ferve her Ornaments for foine larger 
Scene, than the Cabin of a War- 
Ship. Time had ijever pafled fo 
pleafingly away, for, though Zatda 
yet refufed me the laft Pleafure, her 
tender Watchfulnefs of me, whoni 
fhe had at once made free and for- 
tunate, her Innocence, enlivened by 
a Chearfulijefs that banifhed all gloomy 
Thoughts, and her Beauty which 
fhe fometimes revealed to me alone, 
would have charmed a Soul leis inr 
clined, by Nature, to Chearfiilnefs 
than mine. Ten Days were pafled, 
before we obtained a Sight of Malta^ 
and we had fcarce dreamed of land- 
ing there, when a Signal was made 
for (landing out to Sea in purfuit of 
a Ship, which upon a nearer View, 
was found to be the very Privateef 
which the French Captain had Orders 
to take. Inftantly I ran down, took 
Zatda in my Arms, prepared her for 

the 
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the Bufinefs that was approaching, 
and fupported her Courage with ^1 
the animating Words I was Mafter 
of. Once fhe funk upon my Breaft, 
and I had barely recovered her to new 
Life, when the Signal was made for 
Engagement. Then fhe ftmggled with 
her Fears, and calling often on Alla, 
fecmed to acquire a Patience and Re- 
folution worthy of more Years than 
(he had numbered : The Fire became 
hot and the Conflidt bloody ; the fall- 
ing of the Yards, the cracking of the 
Cables, the Roaring of the Cannon, 
and the Groans of the Wounded, 
were terrible to a delicate .Woman'§ 
Ears. I continued comforting Zaida 
till the Event became doubtful, when 
pretending to her that we were vic- 
torious, I fprung upon the Deck, and 
pbferving that the Englijh endeavour- 
ed to board us a-head, I flew the 
firft who attempted our Deck, and 

beckoning 
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beckoning to the French to follow me, 
leapt, on board the Eneniy's Ship, 
unfeconded by any, excepting my 
Swedi/h Fellow-Captive, who, fee- 
ing me over-powered, leapt back and 
regained his Ship. Thus 1 was made 
a^ Prifoner, and my fair Moor left a 
I^rey to all the Wretchednefs of De- 
Ipair; baniftied from her Friends, 
torn from her. Lover and Proteftor^ 
concealed' in the Habit of a Slave, 
none to fpeak comfortably to her but 
her faithful Woman, and the. un- 
known Swede. After feveral vain At- 
tempts to board each other, the two 
Ships parted ; the French fleered to- 
wards France^ and I was carried in- 
to Malta. Good Heaven ! how foon 
was changed the gladfome Profpedt 
of Happinefs, to the darkeft View of 
Mifery? The Youth, the Beauty, 
and what is more alluring, the Inno- 
L cence 
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cence of Zaida^ expofed to all the 
Infults of rude Lull and Violence I 
The good Captain, whofe Prifoner 
I was, obferving my Deipondence, 
ordered me to be fet free, though I 
had killed one of his Men; and 
when I informed him, by Means of 
a Maltefe Interpreter, of my unhappy 
Story, and my Refolution to go in 
queft of Zaida^ he .gave me one 
hundred Guineas, and advifed me to 
Ikil for England'^ where, though I 
am unhappily exiled from it, he faid, 
you will be generoufly treated, and will 
hear the Fate of the French Privateer 5 
he. then informed me of her Name^^ 
and the Port from which {he was 
fent i when you find that fhe is 
landed, you will be at Liberty, 
he faid, to vifit France^ and if 
the French Captain be generous as 
Jbe fcems brave, he will refto^c his 

Paflenger 



an Arme N i an. 243 

Paffenger with all her Pofleflions. 
He recommended me to an Eng- 
lijh Captain then at Malta^ and 
having kindly wifhfed me good For- 
tune, we parted, . 
■* 

Two long Months I was tofled 
at Sea: On the loth oi Auguft^ a 
Morning as ferene as ever rofe up- 
on Mankind,, we entered a Chan- 
nel whofe Banks' would have feafted 
a Mind not given to Dcipondehcy : 
The Matter of the Ship delighted 
in (hawing his Country, and nam- 
ed every Hamlet and Villa which 
we pafled, annexing iome Hiftory 
of the Pofleilors, and endeavour- 
ing, by Signs, to explain what I could 
not underftarid by his Words. In a 
•few Hours we arrived near" the Place 
of Mooring, where the firil Objedt 
that ftruck my Eyes, was the French 
X 2 Veffel 
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Veffel in which I left my lovely 
Zatda: Hope and Fear almoft de- 
prived me of Reafon s widi Difficulty 
I told the Captain all my Story, and 
he, with the Readincfs of Friendfhip, 
fent his Boat to enquire whether any 
Women were taken Prifoners on 
board of the French Capture : But we 
received no Information, for the 
Sailors who then manned the Ship 
were Strangers to her Caption. We 
landed at a fair Town, on the Banks 
of a finall River called Aoon\ and 
the Captain, who had not drowned 
his Hunianity ia the rou^h Element 
on which he traded, conveyed me to 
Ac Prilbn, where, after fearching 
various Apartments, at laft I found 
my fair afBided Zaida deeping on 
the Groundj with her Head on the 
Lap of her Woman, and the Swede 
fitting near to guard her ; their Sur- 
prize 
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pnze awakened, her, and looking 
fixedly on me, the Tears ran down. 
her Cheeks, her Voice failed her, 
and a Convulfion of Joy and Fear 
took entire Pofleflion of her : I had 
almoft loft as foon as I had recovered 
her: Hours were counted ere (he 
would believe her Senfes, and even 
Days pafled over us, in which fhe fat 
with a filent Admiration, and doubts 
whether all was real : Her Story from 
the Time we- firft were feparated, 
and from our fecond Meeting to 
this Day; her Releafe, and the 
generous Reftoration of her Pof- 
feflions, ihe will relate 5 for now 
thou (halt behold her, and believe 
me, Azdy her Virtues will delight 
thee. 

I «Aw her, Ofrndfij and fhe hath 

an innocent Beauty and Sweetnefs in 

L 3 her 
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her F<Mm, which an Ang^l inig^t 

love. 




LET- 



LETTER XXXI. 
AZA /^ ABDALLAR 

[From ****.] 

Good Abdallah^ 

.T A M aboi^e to leave t^s I04n^> a 
X £ur and fnulful $po( by NatM!;e> 
but in many Parts uncultivated : J 
am indebted, as all Strangers are, to 
its Inhabitants for miich Hpfpitalilty 
and many friendly Actions : Whether 
it be deftmed, at ib|ne future Day, to 
ei^<^ equal Liberty, and ffauie in Arts 
lijce E9iglan4^ is i?»ore tham Lean fore- 
fi^ \ if th^ ihopid be the Cafe, {h-io- 
bably it may reiiilt nK)re from the 
Neceflity oi Britain^ or Aiccidents yet 
luii^n, than from ^ tmxhf Courfb 

of 
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of good Policy. Arts and Arms feem 
Ravelling to that great ^^^r» Worlds 
which exceeds all others in Fertility, 
Beauty, Variety of Produdtioris, and 
Extent of its Rivers and Forefts, if 
the Stories of Voyagers and Travellers 
are to be credited : Whether this Ifland 
which lies in the Way to that new 
World, will be paffed by. Time only 
will (hew. I have told thee what I 
have obferved, from which, and thy 
Knowledge of die Britijh Conftituti- 
on, thou mayeft form fome Idea of 
the Government here, and coUedt this, 
at leaft, that the Liberty and Happi* 
hefs of aJas lAand depend on the 
CaiidJ^ridfebf the People in the Eledti- 
ons'of dieir Conmions, and the Vir- 
tue of the Commons when they are 
eledted. After^ all, one Man is as 
fallible as another, and to affirm pofi- 
tivcly is too prefuming : We fee Good 
as well as Evil drawn ib often from: 

Folly. 
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Folly, and what appear Accidents to 
us : God hath fb many Way^ of ferv- 
ing us, that to fay pofitively a People's 
Happinefs depends on this, or that, is 
affuming to know more than Man j 
and it would fhew, not lefs Wifdom, 
and more Humility, every Day to 
follow what Reafbn points out, with- 
out aflerting abfolutely, that every 
Thing which ieems eligible to us 
fliould be fo to others; fince our 
Reafon itfclf is variable, and, like our 
Bodies, hath its Youth, Vigour, and 
Decay : It is one Thing when im- 
proved by Books^ another by Men^ 
and another when improved by 
bodi. 

• 

OMAR wilt continue here many 
J^oons, and he will inform thee of 
what kappeneth during his Stay: 
To-morrow I (hall go on board an 

Italian 
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Italian Slyp, and, quitting this Ifland 
' with fincere . Prayers for the Happi- 
nefs of the Ifl^mders, endeavour to iw 
thee ibon at Trebifond. 



F INI S. 
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